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OUR ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tuer Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
took place at the London Tavern, Bishops- 

te Street, on Friday, the 20th ultimo, 
| ec Gurney, Esq., M.P., in the chair. 
Amongst the gentlemen on the platform and 
in the meeting were the following: Rev. Dr. 
Massie, Samuel Bowly, John Giles; Rev. 
James Long (of Calcutta); Mr. George 
Thomas, Mr. Gerald Ralston (Consul-General 
of Liberia); Rev. John Kennedy, M.A., Mr. 
Joseph Sewell, Rev. Samuel Crowther (Bishop 
designate of the Niger); Mr. W. Thistle- 
waite; Mr. B. H. Cadbury; Mr. W. Ball, 
Mr. Thomas Taylor (Clone, Ireland); Mr. 
Robert Alsop, Mr. J. Palmer (Tealing) ; Mr. 
James Doyle; Rev. W. K. Rowe (Brixton) ; 
Mr. Isaac Robson (Huddersfield); Mr. W. 
Brown (Torquay); Mr. Henry Sterry ; Mr. 
J. Bourne (Reading); Mr. W. Allen (Winch- 
more Hill); — Goodbody (Ireland); Mr. 
Elihu Burritt, &e. 


The Cuarrman called upon the Secretary 
to read the Report, an abstract of which only 
was presented. We subjoin the Report in 


extenso: 
REPORT. 


Since Your Committee last addressed you, 
the Act passed by the Netherlands’ Go- 
vernment in 1862, for freeing the slaves in 
the Dutch West-India Colonies, has come 
into operation, restoring to liberty nearly 
50,000 men, women, and children. More 
than 1,000,000 of the slave-population 
of the Southern States of the American 
Union have also either emancipated them- 
selves by flight, or been liberated by 
the United-States’ armies. These events 
mark an important era in the history 
of the anti-slavery movement, and will 
not fail to encourage its friends in the 
belief, that the final triumph of the princi- 
ples they advocate cannot long be de- 
layed. 





THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

The Slave-trade Papers annually pre- 
sented to Parliament have not yet been 
issued, wherefore Your Committee cannot 
furnish any statement, founded upon offi- 
cialdata, of the extent of the traffic last year, 
as compared with the year preceding. The 
Admiralty reports of cruisers returned 
home, reproduced in the public papers, and 
the information in private letters from the 
African Coast, refer only to individual 
cases of slave-trading, and furnish insuffi- 
cient data for determining whether the 
trade from the Coast has, on the whole, 
diminished or increased. That it has been 
carried on to a deplorable extent, there is 
no doubt, and so long as the Cuban market 
remains open, the cessation of the traffic 
cannot be expected. | 

Cusa.—The extent of the trade into 
Cuba from Africa last year, Your Com- 
mittee can judge of only from private 
information. It is alleged by some to 
have greatly diminished, through the de- 
termined opposition its promoters have en- 
countered at the hands of the new Captain- 
General, Dulce, who is said to have sum- 
marily punished several of the most noto- 
rious. Onthe other hand, Your Commit- 
tee are assured, that although General 
Dulce has certainly made an example of 
certain of these slave-importers, it has pro- 
duced no sensible diminution of the impor 
tations. Persons recently from Cuba assert 
that last year the number of negroes intro- 
duced from Africa reached 40,000. Viscount 
Palmerston has stated in the House, this 
Session, that the imporfations had not ex- 
ceeded ‘‘7000 or 8000,” a statement made in 
so dubious a form, that very little confidence 
can be placed init. Your Committee desire 
to believe that General Dulce’s efforts have 
caused a diminution ofthe traffic ; but looke 
ing back to the course of other Captains- 
General, immediately after their assump- 
tion of office, they do not feel encouraged 
to place much reliance upon the perma- 
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nency of General Dulce’s alleged present 
hostility to the slave-trade, which it may 
be feared may be overcome by the tempta- 
tion of the enormous gains to be derived 
from non: opposition. 

Eeyrt AND THE Waite Nite.—Informa- 
tion has recently reached this country, that 
since the removal of Mr. Consul Petherick 
from Khartoum, Nubia, the slave-trade in 
the region of the White Nile has been re- 
sumed with unprecedented vigour, accom- 
— by circumstances of great atrocity. 

his circumstance is attributed entirely to 
the abolition of the Consulate established 
in 1849, in the Soudan, by the English 
Government. The Belgian Consul writes 
as follows, from Khartoum, on the 28th 
January of the present year. 


* The slave-trade in the White Nile country, 
for a long time held in restraint and sufficiently 
feeble, has had for some years—thanks to the 
encouragement of certain high functionaries, who 
find their profit in it—an extension truly frightful, 
and it is exercised with such horrors that I hesi- 
tate to describe them. Every year more than 
one hundred vessels leave Khartoum for the 
purpose of hunting down the negroes ; and those 
Slaves who have formerly been brought in by 
stealth are now dragged publicly along the high- 
ways of the country, and even through the 
streets of Khartoum, with the yoke, on their 
necks. 

“*The British Consul, Mr. J. Petherick, ini- 

tiated measures which would soon have placed a 
limit to this traffic. Unfortunately, owing to the 
aversion of four-fifths of the Khartoums, who 
live by it, and of the high functionaries and 
their accomplices, he saw his reputation tar- 
nished by false accusations; his fellow-citizens, 
his friends, misled on his account; he found no 
sufficient support, even before his superiors, who 
were doubtless thus prejudiced against him. 
’ The non-success of Mr. Petherick in his pro- 
ceedings against certain persons accused of this 
trafiic has given license to these slave-dealers ; 
assured henceforth of impunity, and of the ineffi- 
ciency of the law, they have thrown off the mask. 
It is an everlasting scandal to civilized Europe 
thus to authorize by her silence this infamous 
piracy, which has deluged the White Nile with 
blood ; and for anti-slavery England, who, instead 
of declaring herself impotent in abolishing her 
Consulate at Khartoum, should have surrounded 
it with all the prestige possible, authorized severe 
Measures, and extended a hand to enforce their 
execution.” 


Another correspondent writes as follows, 
from the same place, on the 11th Novem- 
ber last : 


. “You have no idea how dreadful the slave- 
trade is here. The longer one stays, the more 
one finds it out. Last Monday I saw three 
boatsful of slaves shipped off to Cairo or Kordo- 
fan by the Government, guarded by soldiers. 
Oh, it was such a shocking sight! The Govern- 
ment pretend they do not allow Slavery, but they 
ateept Slavery in payment from the people out 
here for their taxes. It is a burning shame! 
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I cannot write all the horrors of it: it makes 
one quite giddy. They look so pitiful; with 
great collars round their necks, and some with 
chains on their legs. Too much cannot be said 
against it.” 

PERU AND THE PoLYNESIAN GRouP.—On 
the 15th January 1861, the Congress of 
the Peruvian Republic passed a law, autho- 
rizing the introduction of Asiatics as la- 
bourers. In virtue of this law, one 
D. J. L. Byrne obtained, on the Ist of 
April 1862, permission to introduce in- 
to Peru, during six years, colonists of 
both sexes, natives of the South-Western 
Islands of the Pacific. Byrne proceeded 
to carry out his enterprise, largely as- 
sisted, it is said, by British capital, and 
by British vessels, owned by Liverpool 
firms. In September of the same year, 
it became known that the people he had 
procured, adults as well as those under 
age, were being sold in Lima at the rate of 
200 and 300 dollars each; and soon after, 
that instead of having come voluntarily, 
the great majority had been kidnapped 
under circumstances of the grossest atro- 
city. Upwards of 2000 of these natives of 
Polynesia were torn from their homes—one 
island, called Easter Island, having even 
been depopulated — and such of them 
as survived the horrors of the voyage, in 
vessels crammed to excess, found them- 
selves doomed to those of Slavery, in the 
mines and on the plantations of Peru. 
Many hundreds of these people were na- 
tives of islands into which the Gospel had 
been introduced with signal success, by the 
aboriginal Evangelists of the London Mis- 
sionary Society ; and it is related that, in 
one case, the poor victims, being under 
hatches, united, at about the hour of their 
evening worship, in singing and prayer. 
When the vessel neared shore next day, 
the captives, hearing their own tongue 
spoken by other natives who had been de- 
coyed on board, made desperate efforts to 
escape, and some even succeeded in leap- 
ing overboard. They were fired_at_ by the 
inhuman monsters on deck, and one young 
man, a church member, was shot through 
the head. 

The following particulars of the proceed- 
ings of these slave-traders are taken from an 
article which appeared in the Sydney Morn- 
ing Herald, and will furnish a faint idea 
of their atrocity : 


‘While lying at anchor at Apia, Navigator 
Islands, on the 23rd of May, Captain Lyons, of 
the Ocean brig, obtained the following parti- 
culars from parties just arrived in the schooner 
Emily, from Sunday Island, situated lat. 19.125., 
long. 178.13 W.: *The schooner Emily sailed 
from Bay of Islands on the 3rd of February, for 
Sunday Island, and on arrival there found a 
large barque at anchor. On the captain of the 
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schooner landing, he saw a number of natives 
that he knew to come from Duke of York and 
Duke of Clarence Islands, and, as he could speak 
their language, they told him how that the barque 
had visited their islands, and that the captain 
and crew, well armed, landed in their boats, drove 
all the people down to the beach at the point of 
the bayonet, took every man, old and young, that 
had any strength, and took them on board the 
ship, leaving none on the two islands but a few 
old white-headed men and some women and 
children. The islands are almost depopulated. 
There were a number of natives from Savage 
Island on board, as well as from Manikie, 
Danger, Easter, and other islands. There were 
about twenty-five women and forty children 
taken off Easter Island. When the slaver made 
Danger Island, the Missionary ashore sent a 
canoe off to know what vessel it was, and to 
obtain information. On the canoe coming along- 
side, both it and the man were hoisted on board: 
the latter was put below the hatches, and the 
former broken up for firewood. The object of the 
slaver visiting Sunday Island was to try and 
restore the health of his cargo, which must have 
been very numerous, as 300 or more of men, 
women, and children, that were in a dying state, 
owing to their crowded condition, were landed in 
a most deplorable plight. They were so emaciated 
and feeble that they could not stand, some not 
able to crawl. ‘The first launch load that was 
landed consisted of fifty-three men: only three 
could stand of the number, three were found 
dead on the launch reaching the beach, and the 
residue were hauled out of the boat in the rough- 
est manner to be conceived, and thrown on the 
beach—some beyond the surf, and others in it. 
Several were drowned where they were thrown, 
and eighty died immediately after being landed. 
Some, not having strength to crawl beyond the 
reach of the tide, were drowned. As soon as 
some of the others gained a little strength, and 
were able to move about, they ate almost every 
thing that came in their reach, and the conse- 
quence was that diarrhea, flux, and cramp seized 
them, and carried them off in numbers. The 
dead bodies were buried on the beach, in the sand, 
and when the tide rose and the surf set in, all the 
bodies were disinterred and strewed all over the 
beach, and allowed to remain as the tide left 
them. On the 19th of April a considerable num- 
ber of the people had partially recovered, and 
were able to walk about. Many of them intended 
to start for the high land just before the sailing 
of the barque, and hide themselves, which they 
can do, as the island is favourable for that pur- 
pose. The slave-vessel is one of seven, of a similar 
nature, that are known to have been among the 
islands. ‘lhe same barque visited the east end of 
Upolo, one of the N avigator Islands, and took a 
native out of a trading boat that was returning 
to Apia, as well as what money there was, and 
some oil, and afterwards sent the boat adrift with 
one European in it, when the land was just 
visible from the ship, without food or water. The 
boat reached the land after being at sea two days. 
The population of Sunday Island before the ar- 
rival of the slaver consisted of four families, 
: Their occupation 


Duinbegng twenty-two in all, 
was cultivating a variety of vegetables, and 
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rearing stock to supply the whaling ships that 
periodically visited the island. In fourteen days 
after the natives were landed out of the slaver, 
the residents, who were Europeans, were attacked 
by the same disease as the natives were, and in 
a few days eight out of the twenty-two died. On 
the arrival of the schooner all of them but one 
man were ill, and he had to attend to all, as well 
as bury the dead. As soon as the residue could 
bear removal, they were taken on board the 
schooner, and on its arrival at Apia they had all 
recovered. Some families had lost a father, some 
a mother, and one both father and mother. There 
was a poor little girl of fourteen months old, and 
her brother of eleven years old, who were left 
destitute and orphans. The little girl found a 
kind protector at Apia, and the little boy is on 
board the Ocean brig. Sunday Island is unin- 
habited now.’ ” 


To these may be added an extract from 
a letter of the Rev. W. G. Lawes, the 
only European Missionary among the 
people, and who wrote from Savage Island : 


** When the ship sailed on the night of the 
capture, the natives on board thought she was 
making a long tack; but they soon found that 
they were really off. Two white men, armed, 
guarded the hatchway, which was shut down, 
and the poor creatures below were in total dark- 
ness. They kept knocking at the door, deck, 
and sides of the ship, and calling to be let out; 
but some of the white men went down, and beat 
them with great pieces of wood, for making a 
noise. When the poor captives thought it was 
about the time of their evening worship, they 
united in their wretched confinement in singing 
and prayer. 

**On the following day the vessel stood in 
towards the shore; and some natives, ignorant 
of the character of the ship, and of what had 
transpired, went on board. Those in confinement 
recognised the well-known sounds of their native 
tongue, and shouted for help, but of course in 
vain. By desperate efforts they succeeded in 
breaking a hole in the door large enough to let 
one through at a time. A number succeeded in 
reaching the deck, and rushed over the ship’s side 
into the sea; but there were only two or three 
small canoes, land was a long way off, and some 
were not able to swim well. The wretches on 
board fired from the deck upon the helpless na- 
tives in the canoes and in the water. A boat 
was lowered, and many were recaptured. Seven 
only escaped. Among those carrie! off were 
thirteen church members, and many candidates. 
Eighteen wives are left without. husbands, and 
sixty-three children are deprived of their fa- 
thers. 

‘One young man, Simeona, a church member, 
was brought home a corpse, shot through the 
head. The white wretches fired upon the un- 
armed and unresisting natives, for no other 
reason than that they might terrify them, and 
so make them an easy prey. Some of the canoes 
surrendered in terror: only three escaped to tell 
the sad tale. 

« Among those carried off are some of the most 
important men on the island, the law-makers 
and law-enforcers of Savage Island, and some of 
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the most promising young men. Twenty-five 
church members, one deacon, and many candi- 
dates are among the captives. 

‘It is indeed a day of darkness and gloominess 
on Nive, and many other of these interesting 
isles. It is as if the powers of hell were let loose 
upon their defenceless tribes. 

* *One of the most touching incidents connected 
with this sad affair,’ says the Rev. A. W. Murray, 
‘is the fact, that on the morning following the 
dreadful day on which the murderous proceedings 
took place at Savage Island, the natives, while 
their hearts were bleeding and their tears flowing 
because fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons 
were torn from their embrace, should lift up 
their voice to God in prayer, not to invoke ven- 
geance upon the heads of their guilty oppressors, 
but to pray that their hearts might be changed, 
and that they might be led to abandon their 
wicked courses. How like the spirit of Him 
whose followers they profess to be, ‘ Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.’ And 
still more touching, perhaps, is the scene on board 
that floating hell where the poor captives were 
confined. hen they supposed the hour had 
arrived at which they had been wont with their 
families to worship God in their happy homes, 
now no longer theirs, they united in their accus- 
tomed exercises; they prayed and sang praises to 
God, and no doubt, like their friends on shore, 
sought blessings for the miserable men by whom 
they were being so cruelly wronged.’” 


An English gentleman, resident at Lima, 
makes the subjoined statement: 


‘* Fifteen hundred natives of Polynesia have 
been imported and sold here (at Peru). At the 
hotel where I resided there is a boy employed in 
the kitchen ; and an American woman, residing 
in the house, has a little girl of about four years 
old, for which she paid sixty piastres. The mor- 
tality among them is very great, especially on | 
the sugar-cane and on the rice plantations. They 
are there attacked by the dysentry and die ra- 
pidly. On one estate alone seventy-five were 
thus carried off. ‘Their treatment is nearly the 
same as that of the negroes in the time of Slavery. 
They are given something to eat and drink be- 
cause they have cost money; but they are beaten 
when they do not work, and, as that is altogether 
contrary to their habits and their thoughts, a 
great number have died under the blows inflicted 
upon them. 

‘* Nothing can be done with the women ; they 
absolutely refuse to work. It is something really 
sad to see people sold like beasts, who can read 
their Bible, know how to write, and who are, in 
some respects, superior to their masters.” 


The foregoing facts may be left to tell 
their own mournful tale. What course was 
taken to check these barbarous proceed- 
ings pertains to another part of this Re- 


port. 
SLAVERY. 


Asan introduction to the record of events 
bearing upon the question of Slavery, it 
may be useful to advert to the number of 
slaves existing, so far as is known, in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, 
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Commencing with the United States, the 
last census returns gave, in round numbers, 
4,000,000 in the Southern States of the 
Union. Upwards of 1,000,000 of these are 
stated to have regained their freedom in 
consequence of the war. 

In Brazil the number exceeds 3,000,000, 
for whose emancipation Your Committee 
are assured that measures are in contem- 
plation. 

In Cuba the slave population must now 
greatly exceed 1,000,000. There is con- 
siderable difficulty in ascertaining the actual 
number, on account of the discrepancies in 
the official returns of the population as 
taken under the last census. This gave 
the whole number of the slaves as 370,553, 
and 6050 of the class emancipados. Accord- 
ing to the census of 1850, there were then 
322,519 slaves; but previously, in 1840, the 
census returns had set forth the slave popu- 
lation at 496,495; so that while, as com- 
pared with the census of 1850, the slaves 
were shewn to have increased in number, in 
ten years, to the extent of 48,034, in twenty 
years—from 1840 to 1860—they had dimi- 
nished by 125,942, notwithstanding the an- 
nual importations of fresh negroes, which 
may be safely estimated as not under 20,000. 
The census returns for 1840, published in 
1841, were notoriously incorrect, a fact 
commented upon by the Earl of Aberdeen, 
in a despatch to Mr. Bulwer, dated 31st 
Dec. 1845, in which his lordship states, on 
authority, that, according to the most in- 
telligent inhabitants of the island, the 
slave population was not, in the year 1840, 
under from 800,000 to 900,000. 

It is stated on Spanish official authority 
that the natural increase of the slaves is at 
the annual rate of two per cent. If, there- 
fore, we accept as correct the return of the 
number of slaves in Cuba, in 1840-41, they 
ought, in 1861, to have numbered very 
nearly 500,000 more tl 284) than the 
number recorded, which would bring the 
figures up to nearly 1,000,000 (993, 779). 

In this estimate no account is taken of 
the additions made to the permanent slave 
population by annual importations of fresh 
negroes. Thequestion naturally arises, what 
has become of the 400,000 who, it is com- 
puted, have beenintroduced from A fricadur- 
ing the last twenty years, supposing the im- 
portations to have never exceeded 20,000 
every year! anumber notoriously below the 
average, We know that, before emancipa- 
tion took place, the slave population in our 
West-India colonies was rapidly diminish- 
ing; but there was no slave-trade to re- 
cruit it. In the case of Cuba we have not 
only an enormous yearly importation of 
fresh Africans, but a recorded annual 
natural increase, the rate of which, it may 
be taken for granted, is not overstated. 
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We must, then, either believe that Slavery 
in Cuba is only a system of wholesale 
murder, or we must call in question the 
accuracy of the census returns. Your 
Committee believe both these positions may 
be reconciled, though apparently contra- 
dictory. The discrepancies indicated arise 
solely from the systematic attempts of the 
Cuban authorities to conceal the actual 
number of the slave population, lest the 
figares should furnish a clue to the extent 
of the contraband traffic in Africans. Your 
Committee possess sufficient collateral evi- 
dence to justify them in expressing the 
conviction, that the slave population of 
Cuba, notoriously, at least, 800,000 in 1841, 
has been doubled since that date, notwith- 
standing the sacrifice of life resulting from 
excessive labour on the plantations. 

Portugal decreed, in 1854, that the eman- 
cipation of the slaves in her trans-marine 
possessions should take place in twenty 
years from that date. The chief Portu- 
guese trans-marine provinces are those of 
Angola, on the coast of South Africa, and 
of Mozainbique, on the east coast, although 
the coast-line over which the Portuguese 
government claims a right of jurisdiction 
extends from Cape Delgado to Delagoa Bay. 
In these two provinces alone slaves are now 
held. The number in all the other de- 
pendencies, having been originally small, 
and not recruited by importations, their 
liberation was decreed by special acts of 
immediate effect, strengthened by prohi- 
bitions of any newintroductions. It can be 
shewn that Portuguese rule in East Africa 
is limited to a comparatively restricted 
area, and the number of slaves over whom 
the Government may be said to exercise 
any control is correspondingly small. A 
few thousands would probably cover the 
whole, the major part of whom are in 
Mozambique. Throughout these parts, 
and elsewhere scattered, as in Madagascar, 
in Turkey, Asiatic and European, and por- 
tions of Asia and Africa, there may be per- 
haps 1,000,000 of slaves in all, making a 
great total of 9,000,000. 

This recapitulation of the slave popu- 
lation of the world is sufficient to shew that 
the efforts of Your Society are directed to 
promote the emancipation ofa very con- 
siderable proportion of the human race, 
and to prevent the extension of the system 
of Slavery into regions yet unpolluted by it. 

America.—The extraordinary develop- 
ment of public opinion in the United States 
in favour of the abolition of Slavery, is one 
of ‘those circumstances which can scarcely 
have failed to impress the most prejudiced 
observer. ‘The first indication of change 
in this direction was made sensibly mani- 
fest, by the rapid growth of the Free-soil 
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to the policy of restricting Slavery to its 
then actual area. In 1848, the Free-soil 
vote for Mr. Van Buren, amounted to only 
291,378. In 1852, it had even diminished, 
for Mr. Hale polled only 158,123. In the 
four succeeding years, however, the Free- 
soil party enlarged its platform, and hence 
arose the Republican party, which nomi- 
nated Colonel Fremont for the Presidency, 
in 1856, when he polled 1,342,059 votes, 
but was defeated by Mr. Buchanan. In 
1860, Mr. Lincoln obtained 1,866,452 votes, 
all in the Free States, the whole of the 
Slave States having voted for the other 
candidates. The surprising advance of 
public sentiment in favour of freedom 
has been commented upon by travel- 
lers recently returned from America, as 
one of the most astounding phenomena 
of the protracted struggle between the 
two sections of the Union; and as time 
wears on, and the contest grows more 
embittered, the tendency towards unani- 
mity of view rapidly increases. It is gra- 
tifying to record that amongst no class of 
the community has the revulsion of feeling 
against Slavery been so remarkable as 
amongst the various religious denomina- 
tions in the Northern States. But a very 
few years ago, the support and countenance 
extended to Slavery by the reluctance of 
ministers of these denominations to pro- 
mote its abolition, by word or deed, was a 
crying scandal and reproach. With a few 
honorable exceptions, the pro-slavery taint 
was general. At the present moment, the 
number of ministers is very small in the 
North, who are not only thoroughly anti- 
slavery—as, indeed, many professed to be 
before—but who do not also take a part in 
theabolition movement. This sentiment has 
unquestionably arisen out of the conviction 
which has been gradually forcing itself 
upon all classes, that permanent peace 
cannot be secured, unless the one acknow- 
ledged cause of dissension be removed. 
With reference to the action of the Fe- 
deral Government, if it may be alleged that 
during the earlier period of this deplora- 
ble contest only the restoration of the 
Union was its immediate object, it is un- 
deniable that emancipation has now become 
too intimately associated with the political 
question, to be any more disconnected from 
it. Much capital for agitation against the 
North has been made out of the fact, that 
the abolition of Slavery was not the pri- 
mary purpose of the Government in going 
to war; and this notwithstanding it 
is notorious that the first duty of the 
President, under his oath to the consti- 
tution, is to preserve the national inte- 
grity. The most radical of the American 
abolitionists, those whose unswerving fide- 


party, which was originally pledged simply lity to the slave has for upwards of a quar- 
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ter of a century been to them a bye-word 
and a reproach, and whose sincerity cannot 
be called in question, have advocated the 
abolition of Slavery only as a means to an 
end ; and if, at thevery outset, their sugges- 
tion that the President should exercise what 
are called his “‘war powers,” and, in virtue of 
them, declare Slavery abolished throughout 
the land, was not acted upon, the outcry with 
which his emancipation proclamation was 
received, when at length he did issue it, 
in a measure justified his reluctance to 
launch it earlier. Those who attempt to 
depreciate the anti-slavery policy of the 
Federal Executive, by alleging only poli- 
tical motives as its basis, and denying it 
any merit on humanitarian grounds, not 
only wilfully or ignorantly misrepresent 
the case against both President and Go- 
vernment, but refuse to take account of his 
restricted powers as the head of the Exe- 
cutive, in relation to a local institution, 
such as Slavery is in fact. The same 
remark applies to the limitation of his 
abolition decree in its operation to only 
the States and parts of States in rebellion. 
Its non-extension to loyal Slave-Sates was 
nota matter of choice, but a legal necessity, 
for which the constitution alone must be 
held responsible. Mr. Lincoln could not 
declare free the slaves in the loyal Slave- 
States, or in such parts of others as re- 
mained loyal, without flagrantly exceeding 
his powers as Chief of the Republic, and 
infringing the prerogatives of the States 
affected ; but onthe other hand, he remained 
strictly within them, when he declared the 
dissolution of the recognised and Jegal rela- 
tion between the slaves and their owners 
throughout the States, or parts of States, 
in aciual rebellion. Your Committee. are 
of opinion that events will demonstrate this 
act to have been a war measure, only in so 
far as it emanated from the President in 
the exercise of his powers extraordinary as 
Commander-in-Chief, of which wise advan- 
tage was taken to cover an act of justice— 
imperfect, it is true, but, so far as it, went, 
as thorough as under the circumstances it 
was possible lawfully to make it. 

With regard to this very question, a 
recent letter of Mr. Lincoln’s, addressed to 
A. G. Hodges, Esq., of Frankfort, Ken- 
tucky, is so explicit, that Your Committee 
consider it important to introduce it in this 
place, as a perfect exposition of the Pre- 
sident’s sentiments and policy. 

‘¢ Executive Mission, Washington, April 4. 

‘My dear Sir,—You ask me to put in writing 
the substance of what I verbally said the other 
day, in your presence, to Governor Bramlette 
and Senator Dixon, It was about as follows :— 

*“ ¢T am naturally anti-slavery. If Slavery 
is not wrong, nothing is wrong. I cannot re- 
member when I did not so think and feel. And 
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yet I have never understood that the Presidency 
conferred upon’ me an unrestricted right to act 
officially upon this judgment and feeling. It 
was in the oath I took, that I would to the best 
of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the 
constitution of the United States. I could not 
take the office without taking the oath. Nor 
was it my view that I might take an oath to 
get power, and break the oath in using the 
power. I understood, too, that, in ordinary 
civil administration, this oath even forbade me 
to practically indulge my primary, abstract 
judgment on the moral question of Slavery. I 
had publicly declared this many times, and in 
many ways. And I aver that, to this day, I 
have done no official act in mere deference to my 
abstract judgment and feeling on Slavery. 

“ ¢] did understand, however, that my oath 
to preserve the constitution to the best of my 
ability imposed upon me the duty of preserving, 
by every indispensable means, that government— 
that nation—of which that constitution was the 
organic law. Was it possible to lose the nation, 
and yet preserve the constitution ? 

‘* « By general law, life and limb must be pro- 
tected: yet often a limb must be amputated to 
save a life; but a life is never wisely given to 
save a limb. I felt that measures, otherwise 
unconstitutional, might become lawful, by be- 
coming indispensable to the preservation of the 
constitution through the preservation of the 
nation. Right or wrong, I assumed this ground, 
and now avow it. I could not feel that to the 
best of my ability I had even tried to preserve 
the constitution, if to save Slavery, or any minor 
matter, I should permit the wreck of govern- 
ment, country, and constitution, all together. 

** ¢ When, early in the war, General Fremont 
attempted military emdncipation, I forbade 
it, because I did not then think it an indispen-. 
sable necessity. When. a little later, Genera 
Cameron, then Secretary of War, suggested the 
arming of the blacks, 1 objected, because I did 
not yet think it an indispensable necessity. 
When, still later, General Hunter attempted 
military emancipation, I again forbade it, be- 
cause I did not yet think the indispensable ne- 
cessity had come. 

***¢When, in March, and May, and July, 
1862, I made earnest and successive appeals 
to the Border States to favour compensated 
emancipation, I believed the indispensable ne- 
cessity for military emancipation and arming 
the blacks would come unless averted by that 
measure. They declined the proposition; and 
I was, in my best judgment, driven to the alter- 
native of either surrendering the Union, and 
with it the constitution, or of laying a strong 
hand upon the coloured element. 1 chose the 
latter. In choosing it I hoped for greater gain 
than loss; but of this I was not entirely con- 
fident. 

“©* More than a year of trial now shews no 
loss by it, in our foreign relations ; none in our 
home popular sentiment; none in our white 
military foree—no loss by it, anyhow, or any- 
where. On the contrary, it shews a gain of 
quite 130,000 soldiers, seamen, and labourers. 
These are palpable facts, about which, as facts, 
there can be no cavilling. We lave the men ; 
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and we could not have had them without the 
measure. 

** ¢ And now, let any Union man, who com- 
plains of the measure, test himself, by writing 
down in one line, that he is for subduing the 
rebellion by force of arms, and in the next that 
he is for taking these 330,000 men from the 
Union side, and placing them where they would 
be but for the measure he condemns. If he 
cannot face his case so stated, it is only because 
he cannot face the truth. 

‘+ ¢T add a word which was not in the verbal 
conversation. In telling this tale I attempt no 
compliment to my own sagacity. I claim not 
to have controlled events, but confess plainly 
that events have controlled me. Now, at the 
end of the three years’ struggle, the nation’s 
condition is not what either party or any man 
devised or expected. God alone can claim it. 
Whither it is tending seems plain. If God now 
wills the removal of a great wrong, and wills 
also that we of the North, as well as you of the 
South, shall pay fairly for our complicity in that 
wrong, impartial history will find therein new 
cause to attest and revere the justice and good- 
ness of God. 

“* ¢ Yours truly, 
“ ¢ A LINCOLN, 


«*¢ A, G. Hodges, Esq., Frankfort, Ky.’ ” 


In his last Annual Message, the Presi- 
dent declared his determination to abide 
by his emancipation policy. Referring to 
his memorable Proclamation, he says : 


‘¢ To abandon it would not only be to relinquish 

lever of power, but would also be a cruel and 
astounding breach of faith. I may add at this 
point, that while I remain in my present position 

sha’ not attempt to retract or modify the 
Emancipation Proclamation, nor shall I return 
to Slavery any person who is free by the terms of 
that Proclamation, or by any of the Acts of 
Congress.” 


The later action of the President and 
Congress, in seeking to give full effect to 
this Proclamation, and to inaugurate mea- 
sures of a more radical kind, are a sufficient 
answer to the allegations of insincerity it 
has become a fashion to bring against Mr. 
Lincoln and his administration, for the 
purpose of throwing discredit upon the anti- 
slavery party, and thereby strengthening 
the partisans of the Slaveholders’ Confede- 
racy. .* 

The proclamation of conditional amnesty 
which accompanied the President’s last Mes- 
sage, contains a clause which refers back 
to the decision of the Supreme Court, 
questions arising out of the operation of 
the various Acts of Congress and the Procla- 
mations of the President, having reference 
to slaves, so that there was a manifest pro- 
spective danger of a repudiation of these 
Acts, and consequently of their annulment. 
In judging of this last-mentioned procla- 
mation, the same test of the constitutional 
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limitation of the President’s powers, as of 
those of Congress, must be applied to it as 
to its predecessors, when it will be found 
that although there exists real cause of 
anxiety, no alternative presented of dealing 
otherwise with this complicated question, 
and the danger had to be met and obviated 
by appeal to an authority more potent than 
that of the Supreme Court, namely, ‘the 
people of the United States.” Hence has 
arisen the proposition recently adopted by 
the Senate, by a majority of thirty-eight to 
six, and now under the consideration of the 
House of Representatives, for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution, to the effect that 
‘‘neither Slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a punishment for crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their juris- 
diction.” Should the House of Represen- 
tatives adopt the amendment, and should 
then the requisite majority of the several 
States’ Legislatures accept it, Slavery will 
be constitutionally abolished throughout 
the whole of the United States. It is to 
be hoped the House of Representatives 
will not reject the proposition now before 
it, although, should it even do so, the cir- 
cumstance ought scarcely to occasion much 
surprise, nor should defeat be considered a 
cause of discouragement. Our own Eman- 
cipation Act was not carried till after suc- 
cessive defeats, and at last only by the 
compensation and apprenticeship compro- 
mise, and we had not Slavery actually in 
our midst, nor was it intimately mixed up 
with our political institutions. 

Fully to appreciate the more recent 
action of the President and his Adminis- 
tration, with reference to Slavery, it should 
be borne in remembrance that the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation did not, as has been 
erroneously supposed, abolish Slavery it- 
self, in the Rebel States and parts of States 
in rebellion, but merely declared dissolved 
the admitted legal relation between the 
rebels and their slaves, leaving Slavery 
just where it was, as a local institution, to 
be dealt with constitutionally, at a later 
period. Had peace been made, under these 
circumstances, Slavery would still have re- 
mained a legalized and living system, and 
would doubtless have brought forth, in 
due time, its old evil consequences. The 
various motions which have since been 
submitted to the Legislature for its ap- 
proval, all tend, directly or indirectly, to 
destroy Slavery itself as a system, root 
and branch, and to remove from the eman- 
cipated slave and his race the stigma and the 
disabilities hitherto attaching to colour as 
distinctive of caste. Some of these measures 
have been adopted, others are under con- 
sideration, and some have been rejected, 
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or deliberation upon their merits deferred. 
That measures of this nature should even 
have received attention, is strikingly illus- 
trative of the change which has taken place 
in Congress as well as in public opinion, 
especially in view of the fact, that a very 
few years ago the distinguished Senator 
for Massachusetts, the Hon. C. Sumner, 
was, for delivering an oration against 
Slavery, nearly assassinated in his place in 
the Senate, by the bludgeon of a Southern 
leader in the same House, and that his 
dastardly assailant was not only com- 
mended for the brutal deed, but was pre- 
gs with testimonials in commemoration 
of it. 

It may be useful to record in this place 
the various measures relating to the Slavery 

uestion which have distinguished Mr. 

incoln’s administration of the affairs of 
the United States. 


1862. — (Feb. 19th.) Act prohibiting 
the Coolie-trade in American vessels by 
American citizens. 

(March 13th.) Act forbidding military 
and naval officers to return fugitive slaves, 
under penalty of dismissal. 

(April 7th.) New slave-trade Treaty with 
Great Britain, conceding right of search. 

(April 10th.) Joint resolutions approved, 
declaring that the United States ought to 
co-operate with, and afford pecuniary aid to, 
any State which may adopt the abolishment 
of Slavery. 

(April 16th.) An act for the release of 

rsons held to service or Jabour in the District 
of Columbia, admitting evidence of coloured 
persons, and making appropriation to aid 
colonization. 

(May 19th.) President’s appeul to Rebel 
States to take advantage of resolutions ap- 
proved 10th April. 

(May 20th.) Primary schools’ Act. Clause, 
levying 10 per cent. on property of coloured 
persons for initiating system of education 
of coloured children. 

(May 20th.) Homestead Act, to facilitate 
free settlement on public lands. 

(May 2Ist.) Act providing for education 
of coloured persons in the district of Columbia, 
and extending to persons of colour in the dis- 
trict of Columbia, the same laws as free 
white persons. 

(June 5th.) Act empowering appoint- 
ment of diplomatic Representatives to Hayti 
and Liberia. 

(June 7th.) Act for collecting taxes in the 
insurrectionary districts. Clause for appro- 
— from same, for fund to assist co- 
oured persons willing to emigrate to Hayti 
or Liberia. 

(June 19th.) Act to secure freedom of all 
persons within United-States’ terrtories. 

(July 11th.) Act creating board of trus- 
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tees of schools for coloured children in 
the District of Columbia. 

(July 11th.) Act to carry into etfect Slave- 
trade treaty with Great Britain. 

(July 12th.) Act supplementary to the 
act for the release of slaves in the District of 
Columbia. 

(July 17th.) Act to amend the act, and 
extend the same, relating to siave-trade 
treaty with Great Britain. 

(July 17th.) Act to amend the militia act, 
giving special powers to enrol persons of 
African descent for military service, and de- 
claring free slaves and their families render- 
ing such service. 

(July 17th.) Appropriation Dill for civil 
expenses, containing clause to appropriate 
500,000 dols. out of confiscated property to 
carry out act of Congress for emancipation 
in District of Columbia. 

(July 17th.) Act to suppress insurrection, 
containing clause confiscating rebel property, 
declaring slaves of rebels captives ot war, 
and for ever free, and legalizing employment 
of persors of African descent in suppressing 
rebellion in such wise as President thinks 
proper. Contains clause against surrender of 
slaves of rebels under fugitive slave-law, 
and authorizing colonization of persons of 
African descent willing to emigrate. 

(Sept. 22.) President’s proclamation de- 
claring slaves in Rebel States free trom the 
Ist of January 1863, and again recommend- 
ing adoption by other States of a measure of 
compensated emancipation. 

1863.—(January Ist.) Proclamation of 
freedom. 

(Feb. 14.) Act to incorporate national asso- 
ciation for relief of destitute coloured women 
and children in the District of Columbia. 

(Feb. 28.) Act providing temporary go- 
vernment for Arizona, and containing clause 
prohibiting Slavery. 

(February 24th.) Act declaring certain 
portions of New Mexico to belong to Arizona, 
and repealing laws recognising Slavery 
therein. 

(March 8rd.) Act to extend charter of 
Alexandria and Washington Railroad Com- 
pany, containing’ clause prohibiting exclusion 
from the cars on account of colour. 

(March 3rd.) Act to incorporate institution 
in D, C. for education of coloured youth 

(March 3rd.) Act providing temporary 
government for the territory of Idoha. 

(March 3rd.) Act to promote efticiency 
of corps of engineers and ordnance depart- 
ment, containing clause empowering enlist- 
ment of two under-cooks of African descent 
for each cook per company, allowing 10 
dols. per month and rations. 


During the present Session, Congress has 
been actively employed considering further 
measures to promote complete emancipation, 
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of which the following are most important : 
In the Senate: a Bill, making all persons in 
the United States equal before the law, and 
abolishing all claims to personal service, 
save for crime: the presentation by Mr. 
Sumner of a petition for abolishing Slavery, 
signed by many hundred thousands of per- 
sons: the presentation by the same Se- 
nator, of the minority report of a Select Com- 
mittee, in favour of the repeal of all laws for 
the rendition of fugitive slaves: ‘the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee to take 
into consideration all propositions and papers 
concerning Slavery and the treatment of 
freed-men ; and the adoption by a large ma- 
jority of the proposition to amend the Con- 
stitution, so as to ensure the abolition of in- 
voluntary servitude, save for crime, through- 
out all the States of the Union. 
- In the House of Representatives, the fol- 
lowing Bills, amongst others relating to the 
question of Slavery, have been presented, 
and are under consideration : 


A Bill to establish a Bureau of Emancipa- 


tion : to fix the pay of coloured troops: to re- 
peal the Fugitive-Slave Act of 12th February 
1793, and the Act emendatory of the same of 
September 18th, 1850: for the admission of 
the territory of Colorado (since adopted) ; to 
repeal the Fugitive-Slave Act of 1850, and 
all Acts and parts of Acts for the rendition of 
fugitive slaves: to provide for the submis- 
sion to the several States of a proposition to 
amend the Constitution, so as to prohibit 
Slavery or involuntary servitude, save for 
crime, in all the States, and in all the Terri- 
tories actually owned, or which may be ac- 
quired, by the United States: to admit 
Nebraska as a State (adopted): to admit 
Montana (adopted): to nethepion enlistment 
of coloured persons in the rebellious districts : 
to repeal certain sections of the Fugitive- 
Slave Acts of 1793 and 1850: to abolish 
Slavery in the United-States’ Territories, 
and to extend all civil rights to freed-men : 
to protect freed-men: to aid the President to 
execute the proclamation of the 1st January 
1863, declaring unlawful the re-enslavement 
of persons declared free by proclamation, or 
of their descendants: a joint resolution sub- 
mitting to the Legislatures of the several 
States a proposition to amend the Constitu- 
tion so as to abolish Slavery in them. 


But the abolition movement is not con- 
fined to Congress. The Border States, and 
some of the Slave States themselves, are 
assuming the initiative in this direction. 
By a vote of 51 to 30 Missouri has declared, 
that in 1870 Slavery shall be abolished. 
Slaves who are then over forty are to be 
servants during life; those under twelve, 
till they are twenty-three; those over twelve, 
until the 4th July 1876. 

Western Virginia has constituted herself 
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free, and has been admitted into the Union 
as a Free State. The new constitution 
provides that the children born of slaves 
after next July shall be free. All slaves 
under ten years of age are to be free when 
they reach twenty-one years. All slaves 
over ten and under twenty-one are to be 
free at twenty-five years of age. No slaves 
will be permitted to come into the State 
for permanent residence. 

The Cherokee Legislature has also re- 
voked the ordinance of secession and the 
treaty with the rebel Government, passed 
by a former Legislature. It has also passed 
an Act deposing from office all Cherokees 
disloyal to the Government of the United 
States, and declaring them for ever there- 
after incompetent to hold any office; also 
a resolution asking the President to extend 
to the nation the offer of compensated 
emancipation. At the same timea Bill has 
become a law unconditionally abolishing 
Slavery. Another law has been passed de- 
claring all persons born in the Cherokee 
territory citizens of the nation, including 
persons of African descent as well as 
whites. 

Nebraska, Colorado, and Nevada, are 
framing State constitutions on the basis of 
free institutions, and will shortly enter the 
Union as Free States. 

The late elections in Maryland turned 
entirely upon the question of Slavery or 
emancipation, and resulted in a majority in 
favour of the latter. A resolution has 
also ‘been introduced in the Legislature, 
endorsing President Lincoln’s policy, am- 
nesty, and proclamation. 

The Maine State Legislature has likewise 
adopted concurrent resolutions fully en- 
dorsing President Lincoln’s proclamation, 
giving freedom to the slaves, approving of 
compensated emancipation, and the use of 
negroes in the military service of the United 
States, and opposing all suggestions of 
compromise, 

Kentucky, Delaware, Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas, and even North Carolina, are 
following in the same direction. For ex- 
ample, at a Convention recently held at . 
Nashville, Tennessee, the delegates were 
pledged to abolition, and Governor John- 
son, formerly a slaveholder, but converted 
by events, delivered an address, not only 
advocating immediate emancipation, but 
declaring gradual emancipation to be pre- 
posterous. The Convention of friends of 
freedom from the Slave States, which met 
at Louisville, Ky., on the 22nd February, 
and adjourned on the 24th, adopted reso- 
lutions declaring that Slavery is the cause 
of the rebellion; that peace cannot be 
obtained until the principles of freedom 
announced in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the Federal Constitution are 
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carried into practice ; that it is proper that 
the Constitution should be amended so as 
to secure freedom to every human being 
within its jurisdiction ; that the President, 
during a rebellion, has authority, in the 
exercise of the war power, to free all the 
slaves in the rebellious districts, and ought, 
in the present rebellion, to exercise this 
power to its full extent; objecting to the 
President’s amnesty proclamation, the 
effect of which is thought injurious, and 
urging its recall or suspension until the re- 
bellion is crushed; providing for a perma- 
nent Executive Committee to represent the 
Convention; and in favour of a change in 
the United-States’ ‘Constitution, to make 
the President eligible only for one term. 

Another remarkable Convention was 
held at Little Rock, Arkansas, on the 
8th of January last, to consider what mea- 
sures should be adopted for reorganizing 
the State Government aud modifying the 
State Constitution in favour of freedom. 
This Convention was composed of the largest 
and most influential bodies ever convened 
in the State. Delegates from twenty-seven 
counties were in attendance, and of these 
counties only twelve were occupied by the 
national troops. Some of the most intel- 
ligent and respectable inhabitants of the 
State attended and voted. The proposition 
for immediate emancipation received an 
almost unanimous vote, there being only 
one dissentient; and at the late election 
17,000 votes were polled, of which only 200 
were against the new free constitution and 
loyal reorganization. 

At Huntsville, Alabama, in the very 
heart of Secession, a large Union meeting 
has been held, at which the wealthiest and 
most reputable citizens were present. J. 
Clemens, formerly the representative of the 
State in the Senate, and Judge Humphries, 
addressed the meeting, which adopted reso- 
lutions requiring the Governor to convene 
the Legislature, that it might call a Conven- 
tion to consider measures in favour of a re- 
storation to the Union. This implies the 
abolition of Slavery throughout the State. 

This brief, and necessarily imperfect 
record of the movement in favour of eman- 
cipation in so many of the States of the 
Union, must be accepted as the mani- 
festation of a wide-spread feeling, which is 
not likely to confine itself to even its pre- 
sent limits, and as the result of a convic- 
tion, not to be shaken, that the continuance 
of Slavery is incompatible with the pre- 
servation of the Union and with the 
prospect of permanent peace, and, there- 
fore, that it must be exterminated. 

Your Committee view with undiminished 
concern and sorrow, the continuation of the 
civil war. At the same time, they do not 
hesitate to cast the responsibility of it uponthe 
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leaders of the rebellion, who deliberately and. 
with malice aforethought commenced it, and 
are mercilessly prosecuting it, for the avowed 
sole object of extending, consolidating, and 
penpemetng a system of servitude the most 
egrading, demoralizing, and odious, of 
which history furnishes any example. Apart 
from the misery and suffering’ incidental to a 
state of war, the present contest has created 
a peculiar class of sufferers, who have spe- 
cial claims to commiseration. Your Com- 
mittee refer to the large and increasing 
number of men, women, and children, 
who, taking advantage of the proximity 
of the United - States’ troops, have fled 
from Slavery, and taken refuge within the 
Federal lines, or who have been abandon- 
ed by their former owners, and have, in 
consequence, been unexpectedly thrown upon 
the care of the United-States’ Government. 
Notwithstanding its most strenuous efforts 
to meet the terrible and sudden exigencies 
of the case, it has found it impossible to 
alleviate, in every instance, so huge a flood 
of suffering. Many hundreds of the re- 
fugees, exposed to the inclemencies of an 
unusually trying season, perished of cold 
hunger, and_ sickness, but preferre 
dying in freedom to living in Slavery. 
Private benevolence at once interposed, to 
supplement, as far as practicable, the una- 
voidable short-comings of the United States’ 
Government, and generous, self-sacrificing 
women and men unhesitatingly devoted them- 
selves to the noble work of ministering to the 
immediate necessities of these poor wanderers, 
of providing them with employment, of edu- 
eating them, and of watching over them, 
rescuing from the jaws of death numbers 
who must have perished but for the unwea- 
ried efforts of this army of good Samaritans. 
But even their ministrations have fallen 
short of the ever-augmenting requirements 
of the moment, wherefore aid from this side 
has been solicited and forwarded. A London 
Committee has been constituted, to raise 
funds for the sufferers, and other similar 
independent local organizations, for the same 
benevolent object, have come into existence, 
as alsoa Freed. Man’s Aid Society —the latter 
under the Presidency of Sir Thomas Fowell 
Buxton, Bart., the youthful inheritor of a 
name dear to all the friends of the slave, 
The efforts of these Committees have been 
promptly seconded by the various Anti- 
slavery Societies throughout the kingdom; 
and Your Committee believe that it is only 
necessary the distress and destitution of this 
class of the refugees from Slavery, who are 
computed to exceed half a million, should be 
made known, to elicit the warmest sympa- 
thies of British hearts, and a corresponding 
influx of liberal contributions in aid. 

One of the most encouraging and interest- 
ing features of this modern Ixodus is the 
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alacrity with which the refugees or contra- 
bands settle down to labour for wages. 
Large numbers of them, and these by no 
means favourable specimens of the class, 
have been colonized in various suitable loca- 
lities, where they have at once commenced 
the cultivation of the soil, and the results of 
this free-labour experiment, up to the pre- 
sent time, have proved highly satisfactory. 
The people are assiduous, orderly, grate- 
ful, and eager to earn. Old and young ma- 
nifest extraordinary anxiety to learn how to 
read, and, as a rule, are not found, either in 
capacity or aptitude, inferior to individuals 
of the white race who have not had oppor- 
tunities of developing their natural capabili- 
ties. All who are able to work likewise 
exhibit a most encouraging disposition to 
assist their less fortunate companions. Asa 
general result of this experiment, it may be 
affirmed that it sets at rest the question of 
the fitness of the slaves for immediate free- 
dom. Those under notice have at least 
proved themselves so, and become at once 
valuable members of the community, as 
roducers and consumers. It may be al- 
eged, however, that these freed-men being 
to some extent under supervision, feel con- 
strained to work, and would probably fall 
off were they left to themselves, Fortu- 
nately, for this class of objectors another 
class of facts is in store. On a considerable 
number of the plantations in Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, the coast-line of Florida, indeed, 
wherever the Federal Government has re- 
established its authority, the negroes are 
pursuing their ordinary agricultural labours, 
as freed-men, and receiving wages for their 
services, in virtue of special agreements 
entered into between themselves and their 
former masters. The new arrangement has 
proved so satisfactory to the latter, that, 
generally, they assert they would not recur 
to slave-labour if they could. In making a 
virtue of necessity, these employers of freed 
negro labour are, doubtless, wise in their 
generation; but making due allowance for 
an enthusiasm in favour .of free-labour 
scarcely old enough to have more than a 
assing value as testimony, sufficient evi- 
ence is on record to establish the advantages 
of free-labour over compulsory toil, as illus- 
trated on the scale common to the employ- 
ment of the latter in plantation culture. 

The deplorable riots which took place in 
New York last July deserve a passing re- 
ference, because they were dwelt upon by 

ro-slavery journals as illustrating the feel- 
ing of the people in the North against the 
coloured race. There is now no doubt that 
these riots were got up on the pretext of an 
Opposition to the draft by partisans of the 
South, who wrought upon and inflamed 
the passions of the very lowest classes of the 
city, namely, the gangs which work upon 
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the wharfs, and then proceeded to lead them 
on to wreak vengeance upon individuals of 
a race, to keep which in Slavery their 
southern allies have rebelled. A highly in- 
teresting Report, published by the “ Mer- 
chant’s Committee for the Relief of the Suf- 
ferers,” resulted from these riots, and esta- 
blished that so far from the free coloured 
people of the city being, as was alleged, 
‘“‘many times worse off than the slaves on 
the Southern plantations,” they belonged to 
all classes of occupation, were hard-working 
and educated, and compared favourably 
with other citizens. The claims of com- 
pensation, on behalf of 2000 applicants, 
amounted to £29,000. The outrages com- 
mitted upon this section of the population 
elicited unexpected sympathy from persons 
who had been entirely opposed to abolition, 
and converted many into its partisans. The 
address of thanks, which was presented to 
the Merchants’ Committee, was an admi- 
rably worded document, and furnished, in- 
cidentally, a further proof of the aptitude of the 
race for making use of acquired knowledge. 
Your Committee, in closing this portion 
of their Report, cannot refrain from express- 
ing the belief that out of the great calamity 
which has befallen the American people, 
their salvation from the curse of Slave 
will come, in the fulness of time. By their 
rebellion, the slaveholders have themselves 
struck a fatal blow at their own cherished 
institution, and it is not in the order of 
progress that it should long resist the 
moral influences now also warring against 
it from every side: influences similar to 
which have, within a generation, effected 
the release of the slaves in the British, 
French, Danish, and Dutch Colonies, the 
—— emancipation of those in the 
ortuguese possessions, the prohibition of 
Slavery by all the civilized powers save 
Brazil, Spain and the United States, and the 
liberation of the serfs throughout the Russian 


Empire. 
BRAZIL, 

Your Committee have already stated that 
the importations -of slaves into Brazil from 
Africa has totally ceased. Mr. Christie 
estimates the number introduced in twenty 
years, from 1831 to 1850, at 1,000,000, who 
became entitled to their freedom under the 
Convention of 1817 with Portugal, which 
was incorporated into the Brazilian treaty 
of 1826. They were to serve a fourteen years’ 
apprenticeship, and then unconditionally to 
be set free. These stipulations have not 
been complied with. 

It is thus shewn that one-third of the en- 
tire slave population of Brazil is detained 
in a state of bondage, contrary to the stipu- 
lations of the Convention referred to. Re- 
presentations on the subject have been 
made, but very little hope exists of eli- 
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minating any considerable number of this 
class of slaves from their companions in 
misfortune, so completely have they merged 
into the mass. It is to be hoped that, in 
consideration of this deplorable fact, the 
measures which it is rumoured are under 
consideration for effecting emancipation, may 
be speedily brought forward, especially the 
one declaring free all ae aion born 
from the date of the projected Act. Your 
Committee are gratified to record that the 
anti-slavery cause has an increasing number 
of friends in Brazil. There is an Anti- 
Slavery Society in Rio de Janeiro, which 
keeps the question alive, and watches for 
opportunities of developing public sentiment 
and promoting measures of an anti-slavery 
character. Senator Silveira da Motta, has 
kage three successive times, the prohi- 
ition of the sale of slaves at public auction, 
and the separation of slave-families by sale ; 
but though the proposition has passed the 
Senate, it has not yet been discussed in the 
Deputies. The same Senator has been urging 
the Government to look at the question of 
the abolition of Slavery, throughout the em- 
ire, as one of which the consideration cannot 
ong be delayed. In the Deputies, also, Senor 
te a has formally demanded ,the free- 
dom of the 10,000 slaves, the remnant eman- 
cipated by the Mixed Commission Courts 
and who it is alleged may be traced out. In 
September last, Doctor A. M. Perdigio 
Malheiro, President of the Institute of Ad- 
vocates, delivered an eloquent address to 
the members of that Institution on the 
occasion of the recommencement of its 
Session, the subject being ‘‘ the illegality of 
yruperty in slaves, and the necessity of im- 
mediate emancipation.” The Correio Mer- 
cantil, the organ of the Liberal party in 
Brazil, is a newspaper which exposes the 
abuses of Slavery, and has frequently pub- 
lished communications from Your Com- 
mittee, and several of the documents issued 
by them. The efforts of this small party 
are now directed to endeavour to obtain the 
prohibition of the inter-provincial coast-wise 
siave-trade, which is attended with much 
suffering, and which, as will be seen from 
the subjoined official returns, is not inconsi- 
derable. The following is the number of 
slaves imported into Rio de Janeiro from 
Northern and Southern ports, from 1852, to 
be first six months in 1862. 
1852 .,. 3801 1858 .,. 1580 


1853... S401 1859 ... 1116 
1854... 4399 1860 .,. 3288 


1855... 3371 1861 ... 4664 
1856... 3867 1862 ... 958 
1857... +4099 

RUSSIA. 


In their last Report, Your Committee gave 
a brief outline of the measures in operation 
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throughout the Russian Empire, to carry 
forward the emancipation of the serfs. They 
have now to record the full and complete 
success of the Act which set free 23,000,000 
of individuals, and to refer you for details to 
the series of letters on the subject published 
in the Anti-Slavery Reporter for January, 
February, March, and May of the present 
year, and written by the Rev. James Long, 
on his return from a visit to Russia. 


WEST INDIES. 

Your Committee keep a watchful eye 
upon the West-India Colonies, the rights 
and interests of whose population require 
vigilant guardianship. umerous com- 
plaints reach Your Committee of mis-direc- 
tion of justice there, and of the exceeding 
difficulty experienced by the people of pro- 
curing redress. The cases being mainly of 
individual hardship, Your Committee are too 
often precluded from interference, because 
the usual channel of complaint is through 
the administration, for the time being, of 
the local Government, but the aggregate of 
grievances discloses a condition of thin 
which urgently demands investigation. It 
is the more difficult for Your Committee to 
act in this matter, because the remedy really, 
to a certain extent, lies with the people 
themselves, whose friends suggest that 
they should adopt the same course as is 
open to their fellow-subjects at home. The 
reply, however, is, that the two cases are not 
parallel, class-feeling running exceedingly 
7 in the colonies, and no man being 
willing to expose himself to certain persecu- 
tion. Whether any thing can be done to 
modify the present system of administering 
justice, is a question which Your Committee 
are anxiously considering. They have pub- 
lished communications on the subject from 
most respectable gentlemen, fully conversant 
with the state of things in the colonies, and 
await further information to enable them to 
act. The general condition of the peasantry, 

hysically, socially, and morally, appears to 
e encouraging ; but it is much to be de- 
plored that the publication of the official 
reports of the Governors is so long delayed 
as to render them valueless. Nevertheless, 
from these documents, applicable as they are 
only to a condition existing four or five 
years ago, they fully establish the success of 
emancipation, which is, perhaps, the main 
point of interest for the friends of that 
measure. 

Your Committee foresee that they shall 
be again compelled to moot an inquiry into 
the working of the present system of Coolie 
Immigration. It is not their purpose to re- 
capitulate their views upon the subject, nor 
to vindicate themselves against the un- 
founded charge of being opposed to the in- 
troduction of foreign, or immigrant labour, 
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under any and all circumstances. The 
Committee’s opposition has been directed 
against the abuses which they believe are 
inseparable from the actual system, and ex- 
perience has fully justified it. To go no 
further, Your Committee have been horri- 
fied to learn, from the published official returns 
of the Agent-General for Immigration in Bri- 
tish Guiana, that the rate of mortality there 
amongst the introduced Coolie population is 
at the fearful rate of 25 per cent. annually ; 
a death-rate far exceeding the deadly effect 
attributed to overwork on the Cuban slave 
plantations. The attention of the local autho- 
rities is being directed to this appalling fact ; 
for if it be established, there can be no 
doubt of the duty of the Government to 
interpose, and at once put a stop to a system 
more deadly than the African slave-trade 
and Slavery in Cuba combined. 

The events transpiring on the American 
Continent have directed the attention of 
the West-India planters to the question of 
encouraging the immigration of refugees, 
and steps have been taken for this purpose. 
Without entering into details, Your Com- 
mittee may say, that, as a rule, no sys- 
tem of immigration is free from the danger 
of abuse, which does not rest upon the 
basis of perfectly free contracts, terminable 
at any time by mutual consent, and upon 
the current price of labour in the open 
market ; nor do Your Committee think it 
expedient to encourage the introduction of 
foreign labour of any kind, so long as the 
whole and entire cost of it—direct and indi- 
rect—is not sustained exclusively by the 
parties who profess to require it. A de- 
parture from the sound economic principles 
which regulate the price of labour in all 
other markets, has, in the case of the West 
Indies, involved many of the colonies in 
debt, has led to disaffection between the 
employers and the peasantry, has wholly 
disturbed the natural relation between 
demand and supply, as the regulator of the 
price of wages, and has led to an amount 
of suffering amongst the introduced la- 
bourers, and a rate of mortality, most de- 
plorable to contemplate. 


THE DUTCH COLONIES. 


On the Ist of July last, Slavery came to 
an end throughout the Dutch West-India 
colonies, and set free upwards of 50,000 
slaves. The conduct of the emancipated 
was such as their best friends could wish. 
Early in the morning a salute of 100 guns 
announced the great event. The people 
had assembled expectant on the various 
estates, and as soon as the King’s procla- 
mation had been read, they repaired to 
their places of worship, and gave them- 
selves up for a time to religious exercises. 
In the capitals, they waited upon the Go- 
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vernors, and thanked them for the boon 
of freedom. The first day was observed as 
a religious holiday: the second was given 
up to a celebration of the occasion, by 
feasting and rejoicing ; and the third was 
held as a day of rest. On the fourth day, 
the freed-men recommenced labour on the 
estates and elsewhere. No rioting or dis- 
order occurred anywhere, nor have the 
coloured people since given cause of dis- 
satisfaction. In some instances differences 
on the subject of contracts and wages have 
arisen, but these have generally been set- 
tled satisfactorily. 

Thus has another act of justice been 
accomplished, with the best results, and 
though Your Committee could wish the 
system of Government tutelage did not 
exist, yet as the exercise of surveillance is 
made to depend upon the good conduct of the 
people, the measure is perhaps practically 
more objectionable in form than in reality. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


The home proceedings of Your Committee 
have been chiefly confined to watching the 
efforts of the partisans of the recognition of 
the South, and endeavouring to counteract 
them. On the occasion of the motions 
brought forward last Session, the one in the 
House of Commons, by Mr. Roebuck, the 
other in the House of Lords, by Lord Camp- 
bell, in favour of measures for the recogni- 
tion of the Slaveholders’ Confederacy, Your 
Committee issued to Members of both Houses 
copies of the two tracts referred to in the last 
Annual Report, namely, “ What the South 
is Fighting for,” and “ British Aid to the 
Confederates.” Your Committee have rea- 
son to believe that the opportune distribution 
of these papers was not wholly without 
effect. Later in the year an Association was 
organized in Manchester, by the fusion of 
two Societies, each instituted for the special 
object of promoting an agitation in favour of 
the Southern slaveholders. This Associa- 
tion, comprising the names of several Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and a subordinate mem- 
ber of the Government, appeared to Your 
Committee to challenge a degree of attention 
of which, under other circumstances, it 
might scarcely have been worthy. Your 
Committee, therefore, adopted an Address to 
Viscount Palmerston, that dwelt upon the 
efforts of Great Britain, during the last half 
century, to promote the total extirpation of 
the slave-trade and of Slavery, and upon the 
vital importance to the interests of humanity, 
morality, and religion, of resolutely discou- 
raging any tendency to retrogression from a 
policy which has been productive of un- 
mixed benefit to the race held in bondage. 
The Address also shewed the extreme 
danger of recognising a Confederacy based 
upon Slavery, whose leaders have been pro- 

















minent advocates of the re-opening of the 
African slave-trade and argued that Great 
Britain’s alliances with Powers, some of 
whom were, and some are still, slaveholding, 
present no precedent for recognising the 
Southern Slaveholders’Confederacy, because, 
in the former instances, Slavery is a mere 
accident, whereas in the case of the Confe- 
derate States, it is the basis of their institu- 
tions, and a precedent would have to be 
established in conformity with what is made 
by them a fundamental and permanent 
principle. For these and other reasons, the 
Committee submitted that any recognition 
of such a Power would be antagonistic to 
the principles of free government, to the 
past and the actual policy of Great Britain, 
and to the welfare and progress of society at 
large. 
our Committee were also of the view that 
on anti-slavery grounds alone it behoved 
them to address Ear] Russell on the subject 
of the construction and equipment in British 
ports, of steam-rams and war-vessels, in- 
tended to strengthen the Southern Confede- 
racy, and enable it to prey upon the com- 
merce of a power with which Great Britain 
is at peace.* Your Committee had already 
ublished a tract, bearing the title,-British 
Aid to the Confederates, reference to which 
was made in the last Annual Report. This 
tract set forth, in minute detail, the names 
of the parties engaged in these nefarious en- 
terprises, and those of the war-vessels in 
course of construction. One of them having 
twice changed its name, effected its escape 
from the Clyde, and having altered it a third 
time, is now known as the Georgia, and is 
actually in Liverpool. The ports where 
these vessels were being built were also enu- 
merated, and the fullest information was 
given of their tonnage, form, and intended 
armament. This tract was issued to the 
number of ten thousand, and has since been 
further circulated, whenever a discussion on 
the subject of these equipments seemed to 
render a special distribution desirable. The 
Committee are rejoiced to acknowledge the 
effective co-operation of kindred organiza- 
tions in promoting governmental action in 
this matter, upon the information obtained 
and furnished to them partly through the 
instrumentality of your Committee. 
Reference has ‘been made, in an antece- 
dent section of this Report, to the reprehen- 
sible proceedings of certain parties, in their 





* Some idea may be formed of the extent of 
these depredations from the following Abstract 
of a Report presented to Congress on the 25th of 
February of the present year. The number of 
vessels captured by rebel privateers was 193, of 
the total tonnage of 89,704, which, with their 
cargoes, are estimated at 13,455,600 dollars, or 
£2,691,120 sterling.—(Ep. A. S, 2.) 
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endeavours to procure natives of the Poly- 
nesian group to work, under contract, on 
plantations in Peru. The transaction was 
only a new slave-trade in disguise. Assoon 
as Your Committee received information of 
these doings, they addressed a Memorial to 
Earl Russell, calling his attention to the facts, 
and urging his immediate interference. 
His Lordship assured Your Committee that 
the Government was doing all it could to 
put an end to this traffic, and Your Com- 
mittee are were to be able to give the 
assurance that this consummation has been 
happily effected. The Peruvian Government 
has not only withdrawn the privilege in 
virtue of which the labourers were to be 
introduced, but is proceeding against the 
parties who abused it. 

The French authorities have also acted 
with praiseworthy promptitude. The Go- 
vernor of Tahiti, claiming jurisdiction over 
some of the neighbouring islands from 
which the Peruvian slavers had carried off 
victims, at once despatched armed vessels, 
by which one of the ships was captured, 
and the captives were set free. The cap- 
tain and supercargo were brought to trial 
at Papeete for piracy, and found guilty ; the 
one was sentenced to six, and the other to ten 
years, penal servitude : a sentence, which, it 
may he hoped, will deter others from further 
prosecuting this inhuman enterprise. 

In November last, Your Committee again 
brought the subject of the continuance of 
the African slave-trade to Cuba, under the 
notice of Earl Russell. Your Committee, 
acting upon the plan and the resolutions 
adopted at the Slave-trade Conference held 
at Lord Brougham’s residence in 1861, and 
believing that the practical application of 
certain clauses in the treaties for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade entered into 
with the European Powers, and especially 
of one in the Washington Treaty of 1842, 
would produce ‘a result, suggested that, 
taking advantage of these, Her Majesty’s 
Government should assume the initia- 
tive to promote a united representa- 
tion, on the part of the chief of these 
Powers—to wit, France, Portugal, Hol- 
land, and the United States—and a joint 
remonstrance, addressed to Spain, against 
her continued violation of her national 
obligations. Your Committee are of the 
opinion that these Powers are morally 
bound, for very consistency’s sake, to sus- 
tain Her Majesty’s Government in a course 
of action calculated to bring about the 
consummation of the one object which 
those treaties had in view, and by which 
they stamped with reprobation a traffic 
of unmitigated iniquity; and Your Com- 
mittee are reluctant to believe that the 
Spanish Government would prove insensible 
to so solemn a remonstrauce and protest. 
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On the other hand, and looking at passing 
events on the continent of America, Your 
Committee believe it is of the utmost 
importance to make a prompt and vigorous 
effort to suppress the African slave-trade 
to Cuba; for should the slaveholders’ Con- 
federacy, at present endeavouring to 
establish its independence, succeed in its 
object, it is not within the bounds of pro- 
bability, as its one purpose is to extend and 
consolidate Slavery, that it will be at all 
scrupulous as to the means it will employ 
to obtain slaves in the cheapest market, 
wherewith to feed its plantationsand people 
the territory under its control. Up to the 
present time Your Committee have not 
succeeded in eliciting a response favourable 
to their suggestion, but they do not intend 
relinquishing the pursuit of their purpose, 
and are taking means to bring the pro- 
position under the notice of Parliament 
witbout delay. 

In the last week of September 1862, a 
riot broke out on Mount-Bentinck estate, 
St. Vincent’s, in consequence of the 
injudicious measures of the subordinate 
local authorities, and soon assumed a seri- 
ous aspect, although the original cause 
of the disturbance was very simple. An 
attempt on the part of a police ma- 
gistrate to arrest, without proper legal 
process, some of the labourers who had 
been designated as ring-leaders in a strike 
for higher wages, and for the resto- 
ration of their accustomed ‘‘ allowances,” 
was resisted, and the police were driven 
back. Under the influence of a panic, in 
nowise justified by the aspect of affairs, the 
higher authorities proclaimed the island 
under martial law, enrolled the planters 
and others into a voluntary militia force, 
called in the assistance of troops from Bar- 
bados, and proceeded to inflict summary 
chastisement upon the alleged delinquents. 
Numerous arrests were made, several of 
the peasantry were killed, and on one cer- 
tain Sabbath-day an indiscriminate flogging 
of the inhabitants of an entire village 
took place, without preliminary investiga- 
tion into their guilt or their innocence. 
Excessive punishment was also meted out 
to those who, upon being brought to trial, 
were found guilty, and to cover the parties 
concerned, a Bill of Indemnity was hurried 
through the Legislature with most inde- 
cent haste, and finally the community was 
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declaration as to the aceuracy of the facts 
set forth, Your Committee addressed His 
Grace the Duke of Newcastle, transmitting 
a copy of the statement, and soliciting in- . 
quiry. Your Committee wish to do full 
justice to the desire of the late Colonial 
Minister, to ascertain the truth in this 
waatter, but the correspondence relating 
to it, recently issued, shews that no 
investigation has taken place, that the 
statement was merely referred by the Go- 
vernor-General of the Windward Islands to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of St. Vincent, and 
to others, who were directly implicated in 
the alleged outrages, and that these persons 
simply confine themselves to a vehement 
denial of the truth of the allegations against 
them. Your Committee stand charged, under 
these circumstances, with having promul- 
gated calumnious accusations against indi- 
viduals, and of employing their influence to 
create an ill-feeling between the people and 
their rulers. Your Committee do not consider 
it would become them to condescend to a 
vindication of themselves. They have no 
seltish object to achieve in bringing cases of 
flagrant wrong under the notice of the proper 
authorities, and, in the present instance, have 
the very strongest grounds for believing that 
the statement upon which they based their 
request for an inquiry is substantially correct. 
It may be too late to bring to justice the par- 
ties whom an impartial and a thorough in- 


_Vestigation might prove guilty, and, indeed, 


vindictive measures are not the object 
of Your Committee, but they believe it to 
be necessary for the future protection of 
the coloured population of the West Indies 
generally, that the suggested inquiry should 
not be evaded, but should be searching 
and complete; and it is their intention 
to press for it. The referring of the 
whole matter back to the parties chiefly in- 
terested in preventing inquiry and in defeat- 
ing its object, presents an ag of 
partiality by no means compatible with the 
requirements of justice. 

For some time Your Committee’s attention 
has been anxiously directed to Brazil. Hap- 
pily the African slave-trade to that country 
13 extinct. For some years now not a fresh 
slave has been landed from Africa on any 
part of the Brazilian coast. But Slavery 
still exists, and Your Committee felt exceed- 
ingly desirous of endeavouring, by some 
means, to stimulate the friends of negro 


taxed to pay the cost of suppressing a riot | emancipation in the Brazilian empire to take 


which, up to the present time, has not been | steps to 


proved not to have been provoked by an 
illegal act on the part of a police magis- 
trate. 


| 


romote it, As the most effective 
means of directing attention to the whole 
subject, they determined to address the Em- 


Upon receiving a statement of the | peror, knowing him to be in favour of the 


circumstances of the case, made by a gen- | abolition of Slavery. In accordance with this 
tleman, whose name Your Committee were | resolution, an address on the subject was 
authorised to disclose if necessary, and | adopted, and in the absence in this country 
who intimated his willingness to make a | of any official representative of the Brazilian 
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Government, in consequence of the suspen- 
sion—so much to be regretted—of diplomatic 
relations, a deputation waited upon the Che- 
valier de Andrada, a gentleman diplomatically 
connected with Brazil, and for the moment 
in London, who most courteously undertook 
to transmit the address to the Emperor, 
Sufficient time has not yet elapsed for a reply 
to be received. 

Your Committee have, in furtherance of 
the same object, o ened a correspondence 
with a number of gentlemen in Rio de 
Janeiro, favourable to the abolition of 
Slavery, and they are sanguine of being 
able, in the course of a little time, to report 
a favourable result of their efforts in this 
direction, 

Although Serfdom and Slavery are not 
identical, they have certain features in com- 
mon, which bring them under the category 
of kindred institutions. Your Committee 
have felt deeply interested in the measures 
adopted in Russia, to give full effect to the 
Emperor's decree, by which 23,000,000 of 
serfs were unconditionally restored to free- 
dom ; and it is most worthy of remark, that 
their proprietors were unanimous in fore- 
going any compensation. The results of 
this measure have been highly encouraging 
and satisfactory, up to the present time, and 
Your Committee have had much pleasure in 

ublishing, in the Anti-slavery Reporter, the 
etters on this interesting subject, addressed 
to them by the Rev. James Long, of Ben- 
gal, who lately paid a visit to Kussia, for 
the express purpose of ascertaining, by 
actual personal investigation on the spot, 
the true facts of the case. Your Committee 
transmitted to the Emperor of Russia, some 
three years ago, an Address, congratulating 
him upon his heroic decree of serf-emanci- 

ation; but believing that the efforts of the 
individuals who are carrying out his mea- 
sures so intelligently are entitled to grateful 
recognition, Your Committee oleped a reso- 
lution of congratulation and encouragement, 
a copy of which has been forwarded to 
them, and publicity given to it in this 
country. The resolution is as follows: 


RESOLUTION. 


“The Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society desire to record an ex- 
= of unqualified satisfaction at the 

eneficial results of the measures adopted in 
Russia for the emancipation of the serfs; 
measures initiated by the Emperor, amidst 
many dangers, and which have been most 
ably and comprehensively carried out by the 
eminent philanthropists at the head of the 
movement. ‘The Committee having already 
addressed the Emperor, congratulating him 
upon his noble work of decreeing the free- 
dom of 23,000,000 of his people, deem it due 
to those who have so intelligently seconded 
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him, also to record their high appreciation of 
their labours, and of their gratification at 
the results which have attended them up 
to the present time. Nor would the Com- 
mittee omit a tribute of respect to the ad- 
mirable conduct of the serf-proprietors in 
voluntarily foregoing compensation—an act 
of unselfishness ighly honourable to them- 
selves, and most notable as an example. The 
Committee believe, that at this particular 
crisis, when the United States are in the 
throes of a revolutionary civil war, origi- 
nating exclusively in the desire of the slave- 
holders to perpetuate and to consolidate the 
system of ester, the emancipation of the 
serfs, and the highly-successful working of 
this measure, are calculated to exercise an 
encouraging influence upon the Government 
and the people of those States, and to stimu- 
late them to achieve the emancipation of their 
slaves, while it may also be hoped that a 
similar influence may extend to the Govern- 
ments of countries where Slavery exists, and 
may induce them to turn their serious atten- 
tion to devise measures for its speedy and 
peaceful abolition. 

‘Tt is resolved that this Minute ,be exten- 
sively circulated, and that a copy of 
it be sent to the persons in Russia who 
have taken part in the serf-emancipa- 
tion movement.” 


The slave-trade on the White Nile, which 
acquired extraordinary development almost 
simultaneously with the abandonment of 
the British Consulate at Khartoum, has also 
occupied the attention of Your Committee, 
Mr. Charles Buxton has undertaken to move 
for the correspondence between Mr. Pethe- 
rick, lately Consul at Khartoum, and Her 
Majesty’s Government, including the des- 
yvatches of the British Consul-Genera! for 

xypt, which it is believed will throw con- 
siderable light upon the subject, and may 
perhaps suggest a remedy for the evil. 


CONCLUSION. 


In submitting this succinct account of 
their Jabours during the past year, Your 
Committee would take the opportunity of 
stating incidentally, that very much of the 
work of the Society must necessarily elude 
public observation, and the real value of its 
efforts can be judged of only by their re- 
sults. To these the Committee may point 
with satisfaction. The Anti-Sluvery Re- 
porter, the official organ of your Society, 
exercises considerable influence, especially in 
our West-India Colonies, where it is re- 
garded as the only medium through which 
the many abuses incidental to class legisla- 
tion can be made known. Your Committee 
are in the course of maturing arrangements 
to secure it a more extended circulation, and 
trust their endeavours will be duly seconded 
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by the friends of the anti-slavery cause 
every where. 

In their last Annual Report, Your Com- 
mittee submitted a brief outline of the 
work still to be done in the anti-slavery 
field, and intimated that the Society’s use- 
fulness was limited only by the amount of 
means at the disposal of Your Committee. 
The supplemental annual finance statement 
issued with the last Report, exhibited an ex- 
penditure in excess of income, pointing to 
the necessity of making an immediate, 
urgent appeal for prompt and liberal assist- 
ance. Your Committee have the gratifica- 
tion to acknowledge that that appeal has 
been most liberally responded to, up to the 
present time, by those friends to whom they 
have hitherto been accustomed to look for 
pecuniary help, while they have been espe- 
cially encouraged by donations from negro 
congregations in some of the West-India 
Colonies, which in the aggregate have been 
not inconsiderable, and have proved a wel- 
come addition to your Society’s funds. Ne- 
vertheless, and while Your Committee 
gratefully acknowledge this liberal response 
to their appeal, they would remark that it has 
been confined to a comparatively restricted 
circle, which they would gladly see enlarged. 
The question of the total abolition of Slavery, 
and the utter — of the Slave-trade, 
rests upon the very broadest basis of humanity, 
and appeals directly to the sympathies of all 
classes; and Your Committee would fain 
express the hope that many who have not 
hitherto aided the great work of negro eman- 
cipation, may be induced to come forward 
now, and supply the place of those whose 
term of earthly labour is drawing to a close. 
Your Committee, although deeply impressed 
with the conviction that the terrible civil war 
in the United States will, in the fulness of 
time, be overruled by Divine Wisdom, to 
the benefit of the race held in bondage 
and that our duty is rather to “watch an 
pray,” than in any way to interfere, save in 
so far as we may express sympathy with all 
peaceful measures tending to promote eman- 
cipation, nevertheless believe that a wide 
field of useful labour yet remains open to your 
Society. So long as the Slave-trade con- 
tinues, and Slavery exists anywhere, there 
will be a necessity for the existence of a 
Society such as your’s, to assert the great 
principles which underlie the anti-slavery 
movement, to stimulate public opinion to 
adopt and apply them, and to check any 
tendency to retrogression, Your Commit- 
tee earnestly desire the speedy and complete 
consummation of your objects, and reve- 
rently invoke the Divine guidance and aid 
in favour of your endeavours. 


Mr. Henry Srerry submitted the An- 
nual Balance Sheet, which exhibited a gross 
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expenditure of 8017. 10s. 4d., against a gross 
income for the year expired of 872/. 4s., 
leaving a balance in hand of 70/. 13s. 8d.* 
He stated that those of his friends who had 
followed his figures might naturally suppose 
very little had been done, so little money 
having been expended. A substantial reason 
might be assigned for this, namely, that 
there had been no money to expend, and the 
Committee had, consequently, been com- 
pelled to run into debt. It was due, how- 
ever, to those friends who had so kindly 
rallied round the Committee, up to the pre- 
sent time, to intimate that their liberality 
had enabled the Committee to liquidate all 
the debts due to the end of the year 1863, 
and also those since incurred, leaving the 
finances now in a comparatively satisfactory 
condition. 

The Secretary then read the list of the 
Committee and the Officers for the current 
year and of the Corresponding Members of 
the Society .t 

The Cua1rMAN then called upon the Rev. 
JOHN KENNEDY, M.A., to move the first 
Resolution, which was as follows: 


“That the Report, of which an Abstract 
has been read, be printed and circulated 
under the direction of the Committee, and 
that the gentlemen whose names have 
been submitted to the Meeting be the 
Committee and officers for the ensuing 
year, with power to add to their number.” 


The Rev. gentleman commenced his address 
by alluding to the gratifying contents of the 
Report which had been submitted to the Meet- 
ing. Such a Report, he ventured to say, had 
never before been presented to an anti-slavery 
Meeting, because it contained an announcement 
of the fact that one million slaves had been 
emancipated in the Southern States of America. 
England gloried over the emancipation of her own 
slaves in the West Indies, but their number was 
only 800,000, while the number now emancipated 
in America was 1,000,000. The civil war which 
was raging in America was a great calamity; 
yet he thought it was a fact for them to rejoice 
over, that in consequence of the war, 1,600,000 
slaves had freed themselves from bondage. The 
Rev. gentleman then proceeded to say that he 
had lately been looking into the principles of 
the Society, and he found that they were these, 
that so long as Slavery itself existed there was 
no reasonable prospect of the annihilation of the 
slave-trade; that Slavery, in other words, fur- 
nished such temptations to the prosecution of 
the slave-trade, that not all the power which 
could be brought to bear upon it would be 
sufficient to crush it: that was one of the 
fundamental principles of this institution. It 
struck its blow at the root of the evil— 
Slavery. But there was another principle, and 
only one other, and that was that the abolition 
of the slave-trade would be attained most effec- 
tually by moral and religious means. He ex- 


* Vide Balance Sheet, page 145. 
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to find another principle, that Slavery 
itself was asinful thing; that Slavery was essen- 
tially and without qualification an evil and 
sinful thing. Perhaps it was wise not to put 
this into the constitution, but there was no 
doubt that such was the conviction of a large 
majority, if not of all who supported this Society. 
‘There was one point in the Report to which he 
wished to refer before sitting down, and that 
was this: while they did not meddle with the 
political bearings of the great struggle now 
going on in America, the Society assembled here 
to-day felt itself justified to go to the English 
Government to ask them to do the thing which 
was right. In anti-slavery matters they had a 
perfect right to go to their own Government to 
advise or disadvise them upon certain points in 
connection with this question. In the event of 
the Southern States of America accomplishing 
their separation from the Northern States, this 
Society had a perfect right to advise the Go- 
vernment not to acknowledge the Southern Con- 
federacy. He was aware that the English Go- 
vernment were in the habit of recognising de 
facto Governments; but he denied that a Govern- 
ment had ever existed which had been established 
on such a foundation as that on which the 
Southern Confederacy were now seeking to estas 
blish themselves. It sought to establish itself 
on Slavery as its corner-stone. It not only 
recognised Slavery, but it made it the very foun- 
dation-stone. He knew how Slavery existed in 
Rome, Greece, and Sparta, but he knew of no 
place where it was the avowed and recognised 
foundation of the State, If they had perpetual 
Slavery they would have a perpetual slave-trade ; 
for if Slavery was right, the argument was logic- 
ally conclusive that the slave-trade was right. 
There were those in the South who did not hesi- 
tate to declare that the rightness of the one was 
the test of the rightness of the other. ‘They had 
now in America a Confederacy seeking to esta- 
blish itself on a principle which would bring it, 
by the slave-trade which was sure to spring up, 
into collision with the Powers of Europe, and 
which was in the grossest antagonism to all 
the first principles of morals and _ religion. 
And if the time ever came when England was 
called upon to recognise such a State, he hoped 
there would be a voice from the Land's End to 
John o’ Groat’s which would make the Govern- 
ment of England pause before it committed 
itself to an alliance with a principle so base and 
unrighteous. 

Mr. Samvet Bow ty said: I rise with much 
pleasure to second this Resolution. I feel that 
really I have so long Jaid by my weapons of war- 
fare in this cause that they have got nearly 
rusty; but perhaps, with a little grinding, there 
is still some steel left. To stand before an audi- 
ence like this reminds me of old times, and in 
viewing a meeting like this the old enthusiasm 
will arise; and, with Lord Brougham, I feel that 
**it is a wild phantasy that man can hold pro- 
perty in man.” It may not appear that there is 
much enthusiasm on this question at the present 
time; but it is most important to keep alive the 
Anti-Slavery Society. I have a sense of deep 
gratitude towards those gentlemen who have been 
able to stand together to support the principle 
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of this cause, and watch over it during the re- 
cess of the public meetings. In the few meet- 
ings we have had in our part of the country with 
regard tothe American question, I rejoice to find 
that the hearts of the people are thoroughly sound; 
and I think that meetings might be got up from 
one end to another, which would have a powerful 
influence on the Government, whatever that 
Government might be. I think we should sup- 
port this Committee in their efforts, and we 
need to have these occasional demonstrations of 
feeling on behalf rather of the educated classes 
than of the great masses of the people; for I 
am sorry to observe that the feeling of disinterest 
on behalf of the question of Slavery seems to have 
attached itself more to the educated classes than 
to the lower classes. I was sorry to see in the 
leading journal of the time, a sort of defence of this 
iniquitous system. Ishould never have thought 
that any man could have been brought to sympa- 
thize with the men who are fighting for Slavery 
in the Southern States. I could understand why 
the people should not sympathize with the war- 
spirit in the North. 1 could understand persons 
who would feel sympathy for a small body of 
men seeking to be emancipated from a Govern- 
ment that had oppressed them; but I cannot un- 
derstand how any man living under a free Go- 
vernment, and living under the profession of 
Christianity, can sympathize with men who are 
fighting for a constitution that shall be based 
upon the iniquitous system of Slavery. I con- 
fess I cannot understand it; and we take the 
opportunity of raising our protest against a 
Government based on such a principle as that; 
and it is necessary the people should be prepared 
in this country to bear their testimony against 
the propriety of any Government recognising 
another Government based on such a system. 
We must bear in mind, too, that we had to figh 
for the emancipation and abolition of negro 
Slavery in our own colonies; yet it was nota 
question of whether it attached to our country or 
not: we fought in our way for those slaves. We 
never saw their faces: it was enough for us to 
be aware of their sufferings to enlist our sympa- 
thy. Assoon as there is a human being fettered 
with Slavery, it is our duty to break off those fet- 
ters as men and Christians. The character of 
Slavery can never be reconciled with justice, 
mercy, or right. If you take away the stimulus 
of wages from men, you must have a stimulus 
of brute force. I do not believe that there are 
not kind slave-owners; but that circumstance 
makes Slavery all the more terrible. General 
Butler was once an advocate of Slavery, until 
he went to live amongst it, when there were 
unfolded to him such terrible scenes of ini- 
quity, that convinced him that his previous 
views of Slavery had been wrong and that it 
was wrong in the sight of God, and he 
vowed himself for ever after an enemy to 
such a terrible institution. I would just call 
attention to those poor fugitives who have 
escaped from Slavery. Ido think they call for 
the deep sympathy of all anti-slavery friends ; 
for, bear in remembrance, those influential people 
of property who have sympathies with the South, 
and have prejudices against the North, have 
allowed their prejudices to act against support 
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being given to these poor people. I should not 
have been surprised to have seen these poor 
blacks rise up and get rid of their terrible bond- 
age, and lay hands upon their persecutors; but 
I think their conduct under these circumstances 
is admirable; and I have full faith that they 
will continue to support themselves. I feel 
these human beings are most deserving of the 
sympathy and care of enlightened Christian 
people. It is these poor fugitive slaves in the 
States. People will say, ‘* Well, but what is 
the use of these things? You cannot do any 
good: these foreign Governments will take no 
notice of you.” I am of a different opinion. 
I believe the time is rapidly coming when the 
expression of sympathies on the part of good 
men will have a most powerful influence all over 
the world—an influence far more powerful than 
any cannon or polished steel. We are pro- 
moting a public opinion which will make every 
tyrant tremble as he exercises his unlawful in- 
fluence over the family of man. I hope this 
Society will maintain its staff. Although I have 
lain by my rusty sword, though I have seen the 
spring time come and go by, to be followed 
equally by summer and autumn, and now the 
winter shows its snow on my mountain-top, yet 
I am ready to fight again for the old cause, if 
need be. 

Tur CHEVALIER DE ALMEIDA PortUGAL said 
he wished to bring before the notice of the Meet- 
ing something about the state of Slavery in Brazil, 
and it might be of some importance to those who 
were so much interested in the Christianity of 
the world. He could not but say that, as far as 
his humble opinion enabled him to judge, the 
Brazilians were anxious to see Slavery at once 
extinguished from their shores; but considering 
the small resources that Brazil at the present 
moment possessed, it was impossible that such 
a step should be taken at once; but he could 
draw the attention of the Meeting to the speech 
of His Majesty, at the opening of the Cortes on 
the subject of slave-trade, and he knew that the 
general opinion amongst the Brazilians was so 
much in favour of the -abolition of Slavery, 
that the leading Parliamentary gentlemen had 
brought forward measures which would tend to 
an immediate extinction of Slavery. He knew 
that the Society had forwarded a petition to his 
Sovereign on that subject. Knowing therefore the 
sentiments which animated the Society to take 
such a step, he would take advantage of this op- 
portunity to bring to their notice the existence of 
the Aberdeen Act still in force in Parliamentary 
record, He said that all foreign Powers ought 
to be convinced of the great wishes that the Bra- 
zilian Government had to put an end to the 
slave-trade, and not only ought they to be con- 
vinced of that, but they ought to acknowledge 
that no other Power could have extinguished 
that abominable traffic, had it not been for the 
exertions of the Imperial Brazilian Government 
itself. He remembered that it was about 1845 
to i848 when Lord Aberdeen’s Act passed, and the 
British fleet was increased in the Brazilian waters, 
with the view of suppressing more promptly this 
traffic, carried on almost entirely by Portuguese 
capitalists, that the slave-dealers also increased 
their squadron. In 1847, seventy-four slave-trade 
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vessels sailed from Bahia; but in 1848 thatnum- . 
ber had increased to ninety-four. The slave- 
trade, he said, was extinguished by the Brazi- 
lian cruisers only, and the immediate measure 
adopted by the Brazilian Government to expel 
from the country every one found connected with 
this dishuman traffic. But in speaking of Slavery 
he did not wish these views of the extinction of 
Slavery to be limited to Brazil: he wished to 
see the abolition of Slavery in all parts of the 
world: Russia, for instance: it should be abo- 
lished there. In America the slave-husband was 
separated from his wife and children, while in 
Russia sometimes a slave had been sold for a 
cask of oysters. But in the Brazils slaves were 
treated in a very different way. They did not 
separate man and wife. The owners, in so 
doing, acted according to their own feelings, and 
asked themselves the question how they would 
like to be separated from their wives and chil- 
dren ; but they could not at the present moment, 
for the reasons he had stated before about the 
resources—they could not at once emancipate the 
slaves; but while the slaves in Brazil were not 
exactly their own masters, yet they had great 
liberties, and their comforts were, to some extent, 
studied. They were allowed to work in their 
own time in order to raise capital which they 
could put to their own uses, and the master was 
quite willing to give them their freedom for a 
small trifle, and by so doing they brought to the 
slave the wish of working and employment of time. 
Then there was the educational part of the 
question. In the United States and other places 
distinctions of colour were made; but in Brazil, 
if slaves became educated they might rise. He 
knew a coloured man in the naval department of 
Brazil who rose himself up to the head of the 
medical department. This shewed that freedom 
was one of the first elements of that constitution 
of. Brazil, and, under such banners, no one could 
believe that they wish to keep on Slavery, 
which was against the heart of any one who 
was at all actuated by the principles of re- 
ligion. He did not think there were two 
countries more united and more sisterly in 
their views of freedom than were England and 
the Brazils. He felt himself proud when he 
was addressing to them any observations on this 
subject, for he knew that in their hearts there 
existed always a wish to shew to the worlda 
feeling of philanthropy and charity towards their 
fellow-creatures. If it had not been for this he» 
would not have come forward here. His wish 
was that they should raise their voice to the 
Committee on this question, and get a public 
meeting to appeal to the British Government to 
withdraw from Parliament the Bill which now 
existed and known as the Aberdeen Bill. He 
was sure noble sentiments actuated most of the 
statesmen of England; and that being so, it 
would be impossible for the petition not to re- 
ceive their acceptance. He regretted to see the 
relations of the two nations suspended, and yet 
that the last notes of Lord John Russell to the 
Brazilian Government touched, in some respect, 
the slave-trade. He could not but feel convinced 
that the right of justice would triumph in the 
exertions which animated such institutions as 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, to 
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whom he was addressing himself. The Bill was 
made when slave-trade was carried out in Brazil— 
in times gone by, when you may say the Brazilians 
had not s!:ewn their views on the subject ; but now 
the Brazilian Government had shewn its honour 
by keeping the treaty to the very letter of the 
law, and it was impossible that the British Go- 
vernment would not at once witlidraw when asked 
by a petition addressed to them by a Society 
like this. He thought the Government would at 
once acquiesce to the petition for the withdrawal 
of the Bill. He was not connected in any way 
with the Brazilian Government at present, and 
he was not, therefore, speaking here as the organ 
of the Government, and the views he expressed 
were those of a Brazilian, and as such he had a 
sincere desire to see Slavery entirely extinguished 
from his own country. The Parliament in 
Brazil were now working, and the laws which 
had been brought forward would, he thought, meet 
their approval. Those Jaws applied to Slavery, 
and to the emancipation of the slaves, granting 
them certa‘n privileges. The revenue of Brazil 
was only ten millions sterling, while their popu- 
lation of slaves was three millions, and they 
could not employ the ten millions revenue to 
emancipate the slaves, because the money was 
required for the support of the Empire. Never- 
theless, the Government would take other means 
by which to effect the object desired, namely, 
the freedom of the slaves of Brazil, and he hoped 
they would be successful. 

The Secretary said he agreed most com- 
pletely with what his esteemed friend the Che- 
valier had stated; but he seemed to have for- 
gotten that the Emperor of Russia had emanci- 
pated 23,000,000 of serfs, and therefore, what- 
ever might have been in the past, Slavery did 
not now exist in Russia. 


The Resolution was then put and carried. 


The CuarrMAN said: I very much regret that 
I have an engagement at two o'clock, which will 
necessitate my leaving the present Meeting. My 
friend Mr. Samuel , Seok will, however, take 
my place. Before leaving the room, | wish to 
express my gratification at having been present 
on this occasion, for this is a cause for which I 
have had much sympathy since my earliest 
childhood. 

The Rev. Samvet Crowruer, Bishop desig- 
nate of the Niger, was then called upon. He 
said : 

I beg to tender my thanks to this Society 
and to all those who are interested in the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade, and the emancipation of 
the whole world from Slavery, and especially 
the continent of Africa, of which I am here a 
representative. I wish, I say, on their behalf, 
to tender my thanks to them for their benevolent 
sympathy and their exertions on our behalf. I 
have had a Resolution put into my hands to 
move, which I will read to you. 


“That, in view of the continued prosecution 
of the African slave-trade by Spain, and 
of the failure of the attempts of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government singly to induce that 
Power to carry out her treaty obligations 
for the suppression of the wicked com- 
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merce in human beings, this Meeting en- 
courages the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to 
ursue its endeavours to influence Her 
ajesty’s advisers. by Parliamentary ac- 
tion and other constitutional means, to 
take the initiative to secure the co-opera- 
tion of the Governments of France, Por- 
tugal, Holland, the United States, and of 
any other country, in a joint remon- 
strance against the connivance of the 
Spanish authorities in a traffic which the 
civilized world brands as piracy, and in a 
demand upon Spain for the adoption of 
measures that shall ensure its immediate 
cessation.” 


Tu moving this Resolution, Christian friends, 
I can only just look back to the great efforts 
made by this nation, and through the means of 
this Society, for the abolition of the slave-trade 
in Africa, and the names of Clarkson, Wilber- 
force, Buxton, and their coadjutors in this great 
work, come up tomy mind. We in Africa look 
back with gratitude to God for having raised 
up such benevolent hearts, who cared for us, 
and expended their money, time, and strength 
in our behalf, that we might be set free. 
Whatever may have been brought forward as 
th: reason of the African slave-trade, whether 
it was from the immediate order and command 
of God that it should be so, or whether it was 
the curse denounced by Noah upon Ham, our 
father, or from whatever cause it may have 
arisen, I can only come to this one conclusion, 
that God was a little displeased with us, but 
man has increased the infliction. Men have in- 
creased the slight upon us, and have made us 
brute beas!s, horses and chattels. Surely it is 
not only Ham that God has denounced. Look at 
the favoured and chosen people, the Jews, the 
children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God 
was only displeased with them for a little time, 
and is it right, because God was only displeased 
with them for a little time, and removed them 
from their favourite Jerusalem, that they should 
be wanderers in the world, and men take advan- 
tage of that to enslave and scatter them through 
the whole world; all because God was angry 
with them for a little time? I have heard very 
many persons say that the Africans were only 
fit for slaves, and it has been said that the Afri- 
cans breed their children for Slavery, and that it 
is better for them to be removed from their own 
country to Cuba, Brazil, and the United States. 
I have heard these things; but, Christian friends, 
let me tell you, that although men may say 
these things to suit their cupidity and their pur- 
pose, yet it is not so. The Africans in their 
own country feel as free men as the English feel 
in theirs. But might seems to be right in this 
case; and because the Africans have not the 
opportunity of education and enlightenment, 
they are persecuted, deceived, and oppressed, and 
they are taken advantage of, and are carried 
away from their own country, but they have 
tender bowels of compassion for their chil- 
dren. I have often told those persons who said 
that the Africans breed their children for the 
sake of selling them into Slavery, that let the 
ships come from America, Cuba, Brazil, or 
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any other slave-tiading coast, wherever it may 
be, and let them line the shores of the coast of 
Africa, and they will have to wait there a long time 
before the African mothers bring their chi!dren 
to sell them into bondage. Whatever induce- 
ment might be held out, you would never get 
them to dothis. No, though we have been named 
beasts and chattels, we are not so in our dispo- 
sition, in our feelings, and in our own land. 
I was a little slave boy; I knew all the horrors 
of Slavery; I knew the origin of it. I was 
once a little happy boy in my own country. 
My mother had three other little ones besides 
me. We used to enjoy the comforts of home 
and the fireside, and I learnt to work at the 
little farm of my father, and I was initiated 
into the recreation of hunting in the bushes, and 
in the forests. In all things we were happy: 
but what broke up that happiness? Why the 
slave-trade. My mother never thought of selling 
me, neither did my father ; but one fine morning, 
after our breakfast, there was acry, ‘* They are 
coming—the warriors are coming.” These were 
the men that carried on the slave-trade. They 
brought in their ships rum and tubacco, and they 
held it up to the people, and said, * If you 
want any of this, we will sell it to you; but we 
want no palm-oil in exchange, we want little 
boys and little girls :” that was the inducement. 
‘These wicked men, seeing the natives want 
rum, tobacco, guns, and powder, and that they 
could not get them in any other way, surprise the 
inhabitants of an undefended town before the 
morning-light, and, scattering the few men who 
stand to resist them, they take away men, chil- 
dren, and wives. They take them captives, 
to supply these slave-ships. It was in this way 
I was taken, in the very act of clinging te my 
mother; and that is the way thousands and 
thousands are taken away from Africa. As we 
were passing through the town, our elder bro- 
thers tried to defend us, but they were put to the 
sword ; and while they were reeking in their 
blood, houses were set on fire, and every thing 
was destroyed. One town after another was 
destroyed like this. There was fearful lamenta- 
tion as the children were led away; for every 
tender tie was broken, and the tender bowels of 
comyassion torn asunder. [arly in the morn- 
ing every thing was comfortable at home, and 
they were enjoying the blessings of family 
peace and happiness; but before it was noon 
thcre was nothing but lamentation and cries 
of woe. What can any one say about the 
slave-trade after this? The question is not 
whether you are comfortable or rich in America, 
in Spain, in Portugal, in France, and even in 
your own England; but the question is, whether 
you are your own master, aud are you free? If 
the white man goes into the interior of Africa 
to carry away the children, he must not expect 
to return, for the mothers and fathers will de- 
fend their offspring; but if he goes into the coun- 
try to introduce amongst them some new mode 
of living, he will be met with welcome. Forty- 
two years ago I was sold, and was carried across 
the Atlantic, in a Brazilian ship, from Lagos, 
where I was bought; and where I suffered for 
three months the horrors of Slavery ; but matters 
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Sierra Leone down to Lagos, a distance of 
1300 miles, the whole coast was lived with 
barracoons, while there is not now one to be 
seen. And now, with respect to the King of 
Dahomey. He is a barbarous king, aad he is a 
man who thinks he is doing his ancestors good 
service by offering annual sacrifices, in order 
to keep up the custom which has been long 
established in that country. The whole depeids 
upon the disposition of the king who is reigning, 
whether he has a great deal of humanity about 
him, or is bloodthirsty ; but it is not because the 
slaves cannot be sold that they are put to death. 
He has brought captives by hundreds from the 
interior, and he has picked out those he was going 
to sell, and those he was going to sacrifice; aud 
those intended for sacrifice were never intended 
for sale. As regards the co-operation of other 
Powers, if such Powers as the Government of 
France, and Portugal, and others, were to unite, 
and remonstrate with Spain against the continu- 
ance of the slave-trade, it would be entirely crippled - 
As another inducement by which the slave-trade 
might be removed from even the centre of Africa, 
I never heard a more masterly plan than that 
which was put forth in 1841 by the lamented 
Sir Fowell Buxton, who put forth that the Afri- 
can liberation depended upon the Gospel aud the 
plough. The Gospel and the plough are to be 
the key and lever by which the evil is to be rooted 
out from the centre of Africa. In Albeokuta 
the cotton-tree was introduced : a few individuals 
commenced it, and we encouraged them to col- 
lect some few bales, which were sent to this 
country. More demands were made for the cot- 
ton ; and in a few months those bands of men 
who had devoted their time to capturing aud 
selling slaves, seeing these peaceful traders were 
making more money by collecting palm-oil and 
cotton, threw away their weapons of destruction, 
and went into their farms to do the same; and 
there had been since a scarcity of slaves; until 
lately, when the quarrel took place. If it had 
not been for this, there would have been a large 
amount of cotton sent to this country, to relieve 
Manchester and Lancashire. I told them if they 
would employ their time and give their atten- 
tion to the cultivation of cotton, it would be 
means of much wealth to the country. They 
said they had no particular wish to destroy each 
other; and if Englacd would only throw open to 
them her market, we will supply her with as 
much cotton as she will want as long as she is 
England. ‘This, however, was the weapon with 
which they must fight, and render us this bencfit 
by introducing legitimate trade into the interior 
of Africa. There are many agents who could be 
got in Sierra Leone to work until you see your 
way clear’ to leave the business in their hands, 
and in a few years the slave-trade would be 
abolished, and your purpose, to a great extent, 
would be accomplished. I have great pleasure 
in moving this Resolution. 

Mr. Gerarp Ratston, Consul-General of Li- 
beria, said: I have great pleasure in seconding 
the Resolution just proposed. Nothing can be 
more important than that active measures should 
be taken to influence the Spanish nation to give 
up the slave-trade; and now is a peculiarly fa- 
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doubted that the present great civil war in Ame- 
rica is in the course of abolishing Slavery in the 
Southern States, and, as a natural consequence, 
a mighty influence will be exerted on the ac- 
ad system in the neighbouring island: of 
Cuba. A united remonstrance from France, 
Portugal, Holland, and America, in co-operation 
with England, would certainly cause Spain to 
give up the opprobrium of the age—the slave- 
trade—particularly as she will be soon convinced 
that it is out of the question for the continued 
existence of Slavery in the latter portion of the 
nineteenth century in any nation of European 
origin. In reference to the small State of Li- 
beria, which I have the honour to represent, I 
have great pleasure in saying that it is animated 
by a sincere desire to doevery thing in its power 
to effect the abolition of the slave-trade. In the 
several treaties which I have been instrumental 
in making with many of the nations, I have 
always striven to have the slave-trade denounced 
as piracy, but could never succeed until it was 
my good fortune to meet the excellent Mr. Du- 
bois, the Minister of the Republic of Hayti, who, 
with the spirit of cheerfulness that well becomes a 
man of the negro race, consented to denounce the 
slave-trade as piracy, and to punish it accord- 
ingly ; and I am happy to say, that in the treaty 
of amity, commerce, and navigation, lately con- 
cluded between the two Republics, there is an 
article from which much advantage is antici- 
ated to the social, political, and commercial re- 
ations between these kindred nations. One of 
the articles is as follows: * The slave-trade is 
assimilated to piracy ; it is rigorously prohibited, 
and the vessels of the two States which may be 
engaged in this nefarious traffic shall be judged 
and punished according to the laws in force in 
their respective countries against piracy.” ‘This 
is more stringent than any article which it has 
been possible to introduce into any previous 
treaty by the Liberian Consul, and there is a 
manifest propriety in the two negro nations de- 
nouncing slave-trade as piracy, and punishing 
it accordingly. Every nation has laws against 
iracy, but few have them against slave-trade. 
f all nations would assimilate slave-trade to 
piracy, as Hayti and Liberia have just done, and 
also allow the right of search, as England and 
America have lately done, this nefarious traffic 
would be put down immediately, and effectually. 
Liberia has expelled slave-trade from all portions 
of her territory where formerly it was rife, and 
carried on with an energy and a cruelty that 
was disgraceful to humanity. Liberia has lately 
been fortunate in making a treaty with the 
United States which she never could effect until 
the present anti-slavery Cabinet at Washington 
came into power; and the best results are ex- 
pected to the welfare and prosperity of my little 
State from a cordial understanding between the 
two Republics, the white and black of America 
and Africa. 1 am most happy to second the 
motion moved by the gentleman who has just 
preceded me. 


The Resolution was put and carried. 


The Rev. Dr. Massi£ said: I have much 
pleasure in moving the third Resolution, which 
is as follows: 
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*‘ This Meeting would record its satisfaction at 
the progress the cause of Negro Emanci- 
pation has made during the past year, as 
manifested in the restoration to freedom 
of all the slaves in the Dutch West-India 
Colonies, in the self-emancipation of a 
million of slaves in the United States, and 
in the legislative measures which have 
been adopted and are projected by the Go- 
vernment of that country, to effect the 
total abolition of Slavery throughout the 
American Union; and, sympathizing in 
the efforts made to minister to the relief 
of the freed-men of the Slave States, 
would commend their cause to the friends 
of freedom in all lands; and further, in 
view of the attempts of certain parties in 
this country, to promote a recognition of 
the Confederate Slave States, this Meet- 
ing would most strongly protest against 
any recognition of a Confederacy avowing 
Slavery to be ‘the corner-stone of its 
institutions ;’ and it emphatically affirms 
that such a step would not only be in the 
highest degree inconsistent and culpable 
on the part of the British nation, which 
has sacrificed Seventy Millions sterling 
in efforts to abolish Slavery and the slave- 
trade throughout the world, but would 
give strength to an institution revolting 
to humanity, outraging to civilization, 
ne scandalizing to professing Christen- 

om.” 


The terms, sentiments, and object of this Re- 
solution have my entire approval, and 1 com- 
mend it to your acceptance. I believe though 
we may not have a large multitude listening to us, 
yet we may be able to establish principles of 
freedom which will extend their influence far be- 
yond the limited circle in which we move. Some 
of the audience, who have just retired from the 
room (I know from what special circumstances,) 
have sympathies with other religious objects 
and less need the advocacy I would now at- 
tempt to employ on behalf of the men, women, 
and children ef America. Friends of the freed- 
men are most desirous to insure co-operation 
throughout the country, which will bring a 
seasonable sum of money to be spent in minis- 
tering relief, and education, and Christian in. 
struction to those thousands of men of colour 
who have escaped from bondage. It is the sug- 
gestion of one lady, herself willing to work for 
the purpose, that there be some co-operation 
throughout all England to reciprocate with our 
friends in America in efforts which are needful, 
and which are made for the relief of the distress 
of those who have gained their freedom after 
having suffered the ills and woes of Slavery. 
Remember how the people of America behaved 
in respect to the Lancashire distress. They 
freighted ships with provisions from America 
to our Northern ports, in order that they might 
minister to the wants of our working people in 
in Lancashire, suffering from the war which is 
prevailing throughout America. Now, what is 
the cause of this war? It is a war which has 
been designed, ecomnienced, and maintained 
by the leaders of the Southern Confederacy to 
uphold Slavery: and not only this, it is~for the 
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purpose of promoting Slavery, and extending the 
radius over which it shall act, increasing the vic- 
tims whom it shall hold in bondage, and giving 
more power of oppression to those who are to 
be the rulers of the nation. The war which has 
been waged against the Government of the United 
States is a rebellious war; and the working 
classes in this country, and especially in Lanca- 
shire, suffer in consequence of the determina- 
tion to maintain Slavery and increase it; and 
are we to refuse aid to those}who have escaped 
from the abominations of the slave system? 
It is our business to respond to American sym- 
pathies, and to say, ‘* We are here, ready to help 
you in your efforts to compensate the poor, down- 
trodden, pillaged negro, and give him an oppor- 
tunity of raising himself in the scale of society.” 
I fear it is the case that many do not sufficiently 
recognise the finger of God in this civil war in 
America. I think that there are many honour- 
able and noble-minded Christians in England, 
who would give their sympathies for the sake of 
God's cause, and for the promotion of true re- 
ligion, if they rightly comprehended the interests 
at stake; but who yet do not put a penny down 
to aid the cause of the negro in America. They 
have wrong notions, and are prejudiced against 
the cause with which the negroes’ welfare is 
identitied ; because they have not given time to 
think what is the aim of those who govern the 
North, and who are promoting the well-being 
of the slave. I am deeply interested in the lan- 
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guage of the last paragraph of a letter written 
y the President, Mr. Lincoln, to A. G. Hodges, 
Esq. He says: “I add a word which is not in 
the verbal conversation. In telling this tale I 
attempt no compliment to my own sagacity. I 
claim not to have controlled events, but confess 
plainly that events have controlled me. Now, | 
at the end of the three years’ struggle, the na- | 
tion’s condition is not what either party or any | 
man devised or expected. God alone can claim | 
it. Whither it is tending seems plain. If God | 
now wills the removal of a great wrong, and wills 
also that we of the North, as well as you of the 
South, shall pay fairly for our complicity in that | 
Wrong, impartial history will find therein new | 
cause to attest and reverse the justice and good- 
ness of God.” I hold that this is not only a philoso- | 
hical, but a Christian view of the subject, and | 
think the progress of events will establish it | 
as a statesmanlike view. Mr. Lincoln has in | 
this sentence indicated by whose control, and | 
under whose influence he feels himself to be 
acting, and I am satisfied that it is that Power 
unseen, but all-wise, which will cause this curse in 
America to be abolished and removed. The slaves 
have been trodden under by the foot of fellow- 
men; they have been made to bear the yoke of 
the oppressor ; and they have been driven by the 
scourge of the cruel slave-driver; but they are 
the objects of God's pity, and they have his sym- 
pathies. [his is the system these men in the 
South wish to maintain, and have determined to 
extend ; but we rejoice at the progress America 
has been making in reference to the abolition of 
Slavery. Since the last Meeting I have visited 
America, and have seen the measure of anti- 
slavery sympathy now awakened, from the boun- 
dary of the State of Maine to the Mississippi. I 
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passed from State to State, and from one part of 
the larger States to another. My intercourse 
was so extensive that I had every opportunity 
of ascertaining the feelings of the people; and 
Iam here to say that Slavery has become, in 
the eyes of the people of America, the curse 
of their country, as it is the cause of this 
rebellion. They look upon it as having alienated 
the rulers of one State from another, and they 
say, sweep it away; and no matter that there 
may be disasters in the field, (and no one could 
hear of these things without deploring them,) 
yet I tell you that every battle that has been a 
disaster to the Northern States has been a fatal 
blow to Slavery, and has added strength to the 
intensity of the feelings of the people, that 
Slavery is the curse of the country, which 
they are determined to abolish. God is work- 
ing according to his own counsel, and accomplish- 
ing his purpose, which will be to the happi- 
ness of the world when Slavery is swept away. 
The policy of the United States is to take as 
many of the coloured people as they can into 
their army. Every separate soldier undergoes 
a medical examination before he is passed as fit 
for service; and I was informed, in the United 
States, that as many sometimes as six or seven 
men would be rejected for one that would be 
taken. Why? because these six or seven men 
had been so battered and maltreated in the state 
of Slavery that their bones were out of joint. 
Their bodies are unfit for military discipline, 
and they are broken down by the terrible cala- 
mity under which they have lived and suffered, 
and it is these people, who are unfit to be 
soldiers, that are left, with women and children, 
to work the fields which the Government have 
set apart for industrial occupation, and for the 
support of the escaped and emancipated negro. 
In these stations, under Government arrange- 
ment, benevolent men and women have the work 
of compassion, the work of education, the 
work of cultivation, until the people are ac- 
customed to habits of industry and self-reliance; 
and it is but a little while that your sympathies 
will be needed, so far as outward or bodily sup- 
port or assistance is required. A little while, 
and they will rise to the noblest positions of 
self-reliance. But there is still another branch 
of Christian effort for those who look at what is 
required for the Christian instruction of these 
poor people, who are, in fact, in the very healthiest 
state to be taught, and are most willing to re- 
ceive instruction, and are the most doci!e scholars 
any teachers could possibly have. Let Christian 
men and women go down to'this place and teach 
the way of truth, and this million of emancipated 
slaves will become more than an assembly of sol- 
diers: it will become a power under the right 
hand of God for the maintenance of his truth, 
and the diffusion of Christian principles amongst 
the other coloured people that remain; and 
by-and-by they will be selected, as our honoured 


| friend and brother, the bishop designate, has 


been, to be ministers of Jesus Christ, and carry 
the glad tidings of salvation amongst the multi- 
tudes of the people of their coloured race, and 
this Gospel will be diffused by means ofthe Ame- 
rican war. 

The Rev. J, Lona said: I will not detain the 
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Meeting at this late hour; but I cannot refrain 
from saying a few words respecting the serf- 
emancipation in Russia. With regard to what 
our friend the Chevalier stated, as to its not 
being accomplished, that is not the case. I 
spent five months last year in Russia, and 
they were unanimous in admitting that it 
was completely and finally accomplished. I 
would say this much. ou have heard to- 
day, what has been done with regard to Slavery 
in the West Indies, and other parts of 
the world; but the emancipation of the serfs 
in Russia, in my opinion, is the greatest 
philanthropic measure of the last fifty years. 
The 23,000,000 of serfs who have been set free 
will exercise an influence on the world. When 
living in India, I had serious fears that if a slave 
nation were established in the South, in conse- 
quence of the Americon war, it would affect us 
in India. We have a class of men now who 
look upon the dark race as subjects of degrada- 
tion, and that they ought not be raised to the 
same rank and level as the white race. Thise 
men would have their influence increased if the 
Southern States should be declared independent ; 
but we have got these 23,000,000 emancipated, 
and they will be turning into Asia, and be- 
come promoters of abolition elsewhere. These 
Russian peasants are an extraordinary class of 
men. They have much energy and locomotive 
power. They thiuk nothing of a journey of a 
thousand miles; and in locomotive power they 
resemble the old Tartars. I look forward with 
joy to the day when the subjects of India, and 
the subjects of Russia in Central Asia, will meet, 
because the two countries are coming closer and 
closer together, and they will meet as two great 
anti-slavery Powers. I have no sympathy with 
the oppression that has been going on; but 
dark as his been the past, there are gleams of 
light upon the horizon; and the Emperor of 
Russia, (I had it upon English testimony in 
Russia,) whatever view may be taken of his 
other measures, has, in the emancipation of the 
serfs shown a spirit of philanthropy similar to 
that of Wilberforce, Buxton, andothers. When 
he began this measure his life was in danger 
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he had the nobles against him ; but he was deter- 
mined to release the serfs, and he did so. And 
there were liberal men in Russia, though their 
number was limited, who deserved their sympathy. 
When the measure was brought up in the State 
four-fifths voted against it, but the Emperor, . 
acting, as he had a perfect right to do, voted 
with the minority, and the measure was passed 
by him. With regard to municipal power in 
Russia, I may mention that the R ssian pea- 
sants in the villages choose one from amongst 
them as the head man, and he has to administer 
justice amongst them. Then, with regard to the 
education question. Within two years after the 
serf emancipation had been completed, the namber 
of peasants in the schools amounted to 160,000, 
and the Russian church has brought out an 
edition of the New Testament, which is selling 
at sixpence throughout the length and breadth 
of the lend. The state of the country, during 
the reign of Nicholas, was such, that I cannot 
find words to express it; and the day he died it 
seemed as if a vast weight had been raised from 
the country. But the present Emperor has 
inaugurated a fresh policy, aud nothing could 
check him; andI think we ought to give our 
sympathy to the small party in Russia by wh se 
exertions these measures have been carried out. 
Serf emancipation is exercising an influence in 
Russia, which, in ten years time will completely 
revolutionize the country. The question of a 
Constitution for Russia is only a question of a 
few years; and during the five months I was 
there I had no difficulty with passports: I was 
not dogged by the police or spies, and I found 
Russians could speak very freely upon public 
points; and I also found the liberty of the press 
superior to that of France. In fact, there is no 
comparison between the two. The newspapers 
discuss questions freely, and altogether, from 
what I saw in Russia, I had reason to thank God 
and take encouragement. I am happy to second 
this Resolution. 


The Resolution was put and carried. 
The proceedings terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman. 
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Leonard’s . ° 

Jesup, J., Sudbury 

Jones, Mrs. F 

Jones, Rev. T., Blackheath 

Kennedy, J _ West- 
bury 

Ketley, Rev.Jos. s. Demerara 

King, Henry, Rochdale . 


Ladies’ Association, Saf- 
fron Walden, A. 
Gibson ‘ . 

Leckey, Mary J ames 

Letchworth, Thomas 

Liskeard Ladies’ Associa- 
tion, per L. Allen 


Maret, Charles, wena 
ampton ° ° 
Marsh, John . 
Marshall, Samuel, Kendal 
May, E. C. . Tottenham 
Moor, Rev. E. near Wood- 
bridge . ‘ ; 
Mordy, J., Workington 
Morland, John, Croydon . 


Newman, W. H. South- 
ampton . 

Norris, Wm., Coalbrook- 
dale. 

Norris, W. G., ‘ditto. 

Norton, Thomas, Peckham 

Norton, William, Wood- 
bridge . ° , 

Norton, Mrs. W., ditto 


Palk, Alderman, South- 
ampton . . 

Palmer, Esq, 
Reading 

Paull, Edward, Peckham 

Pease, Jos., ee Dar- 
lington 

Pease, John B., ditto 

Peckover, Wn,, Esq., 
Wisbeach 

Peek, R., 
wood . 

Peckham Ladies’ Free La- 
bour Association, per 
A. L. Cash . 

Peile, vreorge, Whitehaven 

Phipps, Mr. R. B. 

Pim, J., Dublin 

Pollard, W me Hert- 
ford 


Geo., 


Esq. 4 Hasle- 


. 10 


2 


0 


1 10 


- 50 


. 16 


0 


0 


d. 


l 


8 


£ 8. 
77 «8 
r 3 


So 
load 


comCr 
oe Sto 


0 10 
1 0 
5 0 
4 10 
1 0 
2 6 
0 5 
1 0 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
44 
0 5 
0 5 
0 5 
Som 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
2 0 
2 a 
2 2 
2 2 


d. 
6 
0 


0 


cocoo 


coco 


co cco o 


ee 


4lO 7 7 11410 6 
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Donations. Ann. Sub. 
Sa &- Baad 
£410 7 711410 6 
Proctor, — New- 
castle . ‘ 010 0 
Proctor, J. R., ‘ditto 1 0 0 
Randall, E. M., South- 
ampton ‘ 05 0 
Rees, Jonathan, Neath 010 0 
Richardson, Mary, New- 
castle . ‘ , 05 0 
Rosling, Samuel, Hemel 
Hempstead . ‘ 1 9 0 
Rowntree, Sarah, York 1 1 0 
Rowntree, William, Scar- 
borough ° ee 
Ryley, T.C., Esq., Wigan 20 0 
Searr, Hannah, York 0 5 0 
Shewell,J oseph, Colchester 010 0 
Shewell, John T., Rush- 
mere . 1 6 0 
Silver, Miss, Ww oodbridge . 0 5 0 
Smithies, T. B., Islington 1 1 0 
Snowden, Ann, Birming- 
ham . ‘ 010 0 
Spence, J oseph, y ork * 4 
Spence, J. and F., New- 
castle . ‘ 010 O 
Squire, J. H., ‘Amwell. ee 
Stewart, Charles, Thorn- 
bury, Canada. 1 1 0 
Stuart, W. Henry, Nas- 
sau, N. P. ° 010 0 
Sterry, Henry, London 83 3 0 
Styles, Mrs. 8., Rochester ae 
Tatham, M.A.,Leeds . 1 0 0 
Thwaite, John - & 0 0 
Toll, Miss, Woodbridge . 05 0 
Tuckett, P. D., Bristol 1 0 0 
Tuckett, Frederic, Esq. 5 0 0 
Tweedy, Mrs. Ann, Truro 1 0 0 
Veale, Richard, St. Austell 010 0 
Veale, James, ditto 3 0 #8 
Viner, M. and Sister, 
Gloucester . ° ° 10 0 
Wainwright, Miss, Wood- 
bridge . ° . 0 5 0 
Walker, Robert, Leeds . 010 0 
Walker, Robert ‘ P 010 0 
Warner, Charles B., Jewin 
Street ‘ . , 232 0 
Webster, Rev. G. E., 
vag a 4g ‘ 010 0 
Wiffen, Benj. B . (Anon.) 100 
Williams, Caleb, York 1 1 0 
Wilson, James, ditto , 1 0 0 
Wilkey, J. F., Exeter 100 
Zachary, Daniel, Stour- 
port. ° il 0 
Zachary, Thomas, ditto , 1 1 0 
42] 7 7 148 14 6 
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LIST OF OFFICERS AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS, 
For 1864. 


Treasurer. 
GEORGE WILLIAM ALEXANDER, Lombard Street. 








Committee, 

WILLIAM AIL.LEN CHARLES GILPIN, M.P. 
ROBERT ALSOP J, W. MASSIE, D.D,,* LL.D. 
ALFRED WILLIAM BENNETT HENRY STERRY 
THOMAS BINNS JOHN STEWART 
WILLIAM CASH EDMUND STURGE 
JOSEPH COOPER FREDERICK WHEELER 
WILLIAM COOPER CHARLES WISE 
ROBERT FORSTER 

| Secretary. 

\ L. A. CHAMEROVZOW. 


Corresponding Members. 


G. W. ANSTIE, Devizes JOSIAH FORSTER, Tottenham 
SAMUEL BOWLY, Gloucester J. F. P. MOQUETTE, Amsterdam 
JOHN CANDLER, Chelmsford WILLIAM MORGAN, Birmingham 


REV. JOHN CLARKE, Jamaica THOMAS PEASE, Bristol 

i] AUGUSTIN COCHIN, Paris RICHARD PEEK, Hazlewood, near Kingsbridce 
i MESSRS. F. & A. COURTOIS, Toulouse HON. S. J. PRESCOD, Barbados 

) JOHN CROPPER, Liverpool | M. GROEN VAN PRINSTERER, the Hague 

| JAMES CROPPER, Kendal | SAMUEL RHOADS, Philadelphia, U.S. 
PROFESSOR DAVID, Copenhagen. | HYP. DE ST. ANTHOINE, Paris 





PROFESSOR G. DE FELICE, Montauban H. R. ROMMEL, Frankfort 

JOSIAH FORSTER, Tottenham REV. A. V. SCHELTEMA, Amsterdam 
THOMAS HARVEY, Leeds PROFESSOR STOWE, Andover, U.S. 
| REV. JOSEPH KETLEY, Demerara LEWIS TAPPAN, New York, U.S. 
REV. JOSHUA LEAVITT, Boston, U.S. J. G. WHITTIER, Amesburg, Massachusetts, U.S 
R. R. MADDEN, M.D., Dublin WILLIAM WOOD, York 

SAMUEL HORMAN-FISHER. South Wales J. H, WOLBERS, Utrecht, 

. 
| 
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